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Preface
The Tri-City community is indeed a fast-growing area of the
United States. Productive orchards and vineyards, as well as sagebru.sh areas, are giving wa:y to housing developments and businesses.:
Great em.phasis and concern is given to the actions of the United
States Govermnent. The government holds the key for the continued
residence of mu.ch of the population, and its actions control the
future development of this area.' Has this always been the case?
Why do most of the people seem to be from somewhere other than this
area? A desert region usually is ce;pable of providing for only a

relatively small population.' Why, then, are some sections of this area
teeming with :people while others are ghost towns? Have the rivers had
an effect on the developnent of this part of Washington? These and
other qu.estions have intrigu.ed this writer since he became a resident
of Kennewick in August of 1955• This study has been made to gain a
better understanding of this area, and to satisfy this writer's
curiosity concerning the factors which detennined which determined
the development of the cities.
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CHAPTER I
INTRODUCTION:

STATEMENT OF PROBLEM

It is the purpose of this study to ascertain the factors
in the development of the Tri-Cities and their immediate vicinity;

to understand how the cities came to be established where they
are; to analyze the reasons ror their growth, present statue,
and the prospect for the future or the ccmmu.nity.
Geographers are always interested in the areal distribu- ·
tion of man over the face of the earth, and seek to determine
the various factors which induce settlement.

The understanding

of the present status or a commmity can only be attained by
determining ho;, it has evolved out of the past.
ing can greatly enhance the further understanding

'!his understand-

or present

significant problems, and those which might be faced in the
future •
.Although this area ot Southeastem Washington was considered waste land during the nineteenth century, the Tri-Cities
and surrounding metropolitan area presently has a population
of about 100,000 - the fourth largest in Washington State. 1
~re there geographical factors which helped to determine the
1 According to 1959 population estimates by the U.S.
Post Office Department.
1

2

location of Pasco, KeMewick, and Richland?

What part has

irrigation played in the development of the cities? How have
environmental factors, location, climate, soil, affected the
growth of the cities?

What factors determined the change in

the agricultural pattern of the inrnediate Vicinity?

What im-

pact have United States government installations - Hanford
Atomic Plant, dams, reclamation projects, Reconsignment and
storage Iepot, and the naval air station - had on the development of the Tri-City community? Wlat has the progress of water,
land, and air transportation done for the development of this
area?

In addition to the above, the relative status and pros-

pect of each city, as well as the entire area, will be analyzed.
Scope of the Study
'Illis study is purpose]s" limited to a relatively small
area of Southeastern Washington.

Major emphasis is placed upon

the development or the three urban centers of ?asco, Kennewick,
and Richland.
Although there are many interesting human interest phases
in the development of these cities, only those are ccnsidered
which are of geographic interest.

\-hen the population of the

Tri-City area as a whole is discussed, adjacent portions of
it/alla walla County are included.

However, the major emphasis

of this study is concentrated in Benton and Franklin Counties.

3

'!'he Walla ~.J'alla Port District ha.s done much to develop
industrial sites and has succeeded in inducing major industries
to locate adjacent to Pasco.
economy- and population.

This has affected the Tri-Cit7

Int, for reasons of limitation, this

will not be a part of this study.
Research Techniques
The following research techniques were used in obtaining
and evaluating materis.ls:

1.

Many newspapers or the past from various cities in

Washington and Oregon were consulted, snd extensive notes were
taken over a period of three years.
2.

Pamphlets, books, and literature from various libraries

and from the General Electric Company were gathered and analyzed
for pertinent information.
).

The historical picture file was ma.de available by

specfal permission, and contact prints were made with the able
assistance

or

chief' photogra,pher, Ralph Srrdth, of the Tri-City

Herald.

4. Field work.
a)

B;y arrangement, permission was

granted to take the 120-mile tour of the Hanf'ord
Atomic Reservation with an employee.
b)

Photographs of special points of

geographic interest were taken for later evaluation
and analysis.

4

c)
residents

Interviews were held with old time

or

each or the three cities to obtain

information, and again later to verity written
material.
d)

Notes were taken at the first organi-

zational meeting of the Benton County Historical
Society to arrange interview contacts.

Notes

were also taken on a special television program

entitled, "Inside Hanford".

5.

},fAps, charts, graphs, and important data were obtained

from the chamber

or commerce of each city and from the Kennewick

Port district manager.

CHAPTER II
SETTmG OF THE ENTIRE AREA
Geographic Position in the State or Washington
The Tri-Cities are located on the southern edge of the
Columbia Basin near the confluence ot the Snake River and Yakima
River with the Columbia River.

storage water upstream from

~~Nary Dam on the Columbia River forms a large reservoir, Lake
Wallula, which separates the cities or Pasco and Kennewick.

The

city ot Richland is located approximately seven miles northwest
of Kenne1dck.

The position of these cities in relationship to

other parts or the state and to each other is shown by the following maps.

(Figures land 2).
Nature of the Site

Geologists say that the location or the Tri-Cities and
adjacent lands was once an immense lake, fed by numerous mountain
streams.

Some evidence of this may be seen in the canyons of

the Horse Heaven Hills and the Rattlesnake Hills.

(Figure

J).

Geologists also tell us that tremendous cataclysms must have
occu?Ted in the Northwest, forming the mighty Cascade Mountains.
AB this uplift occurred, the inland sea was emptied, cutting
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Wallula Gap, and the water was on its

way

to the Pacific Ocean. 2

The extinct volcanoes, Mts. Rainier, Adams, and Hood are visible
from the hills south and west of the cities.
vhat about glaciation?
of this area?

If not, how

Did the'glaciers ever cross lands
account for those smooth, giant,

do we

granite boulders found scattered in isolated sections away from
rocks of similar character?
within

200

vi! have_no granite hills or deposits

miles of this section.

"'!he former presence of a

glacier in a region is recognized by the deposits that it left
when it melted away.

Su.ch deposits contain al.most incredible

amounts of rock debris and such debris lffllst have been picked up
in some way and either carried or pushed along •••

In size these

materials range from boulders forty or fifty feet in diameter

to clay particles •••

The number of kinds of rock contained in

glacial drift is surprising.")

Any

excavation in the Tri-City-

area will show a heterogeneous glacial till of rounded gravel
particles and boulders.

(Figure

4).

These glacial deposits

form the base material £or the soil in this area.

'Ihis glacial

soil has been a £actor in the agricultural economy of the area,
and of the development of the cities.
2w. D. Iqman, History of the Yakima Vallez (S.J.Clarke
Publishing Co., 1919), I, PP• 8~-846.
3E. B. Branson and w. A. Tarr, Introduction to Geologz
(First Edition; McGraw Hill, 193S), PP• 229-231.
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According to Gus Reese, Horse Heaven wheat farmer, a
well drilled on his ranch revealed forty-nine feet of topsoil
lmcnm as volcanic ash.

Then followed a mixture of soil and

rounded rock particles showing no orderly layer arrangement.
Solid basalt was reached at the 120 foot level.

He stated that

a neighbor's well revealed over eighty feet of volcanic ash
topsou.4
Climate
The climate of this area is a semi-arid type.

However,

some of the characteristics of both marine and continental climates
can be observed.
Mountain ranges in i/ashington, Oregon, Idaho, and British
Columbia play an important role in the climate of the Tri-City
area.

'lll.ese mountain ranges form a protective barrier on all sides

of the Columbia Ba.sin.

The Tri-Cities, located at an average

elevation of 400 feet, are the lowest i n ~ state east of the
Cascade Mountains.

The natural air and water drainage from the

entire Columbia Basin - an area almost as large as France and twice
the size of the British Isles - is toward the Tri-City area. The
only outlet for the flow of heavier, cold air, is a narrow passage
along the Columbia River.
During the winter season, warm, moist air from over the

4Interviev nth Gus Reeae,

May

16, 1959.
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Pacific Ocean frequent],y mixes with the cold air trapped in
the Columbia Basin, thus forming low clouds and fog.

These cen-

di tions can be expected to occur several days during each winter

season.

Mountain ranges north and east of the Columbia Basin

shield this area from the colder weather experienced at similar
latitudes east of these mountain ranges.
Chinook winds which bring about a rapid rise in temperature, occur rather frequently during the winter.
cold weather is quite unusual.

Thus prolonged

Awareness of this phenomenon is

accentuated by the Tri-City Herald.

Contests are conducted in

which readers attempt to predict the exact time of arriTal of
the chinook.
In a westerly direction, the Cascade Mountains rise to

elevations of 5,000 to 7,000 feet and farm a north-south barrier
across the state.

moist air moving eastward from· the Paci.fie

Warm,

Ocean cools and loses a large amount of moisture as it rises over
the Cascade Mountains.

The air becomes warmer and drier as it

moves down the eastern slope of the mountains. Thus precipitation
decreases run the rate of evapor~tion increases as the air moves
toward the Tri-City area.

The average annual precipitation is

7. 31 inches.

M:>re than fifty per cent of the annual

( Figure 5) •

precipitation occurs between October and February.

There is an

increa.se in precipitation in flay and June fellowed by a sharp
decrease in July.

Most of the summer-time precipitation occurs
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as showers.

It is not unusual for this area to receiTe only a

trace or no precipitation during July and August.

A rew small

thunderstorms can be expected each spring and summer.
annual snowfall is about thirteen inches.

The average

However, the annual

amom1ts have ranged from a trace to forty-six inches.

'Ihe depth

of snow on the ground seldom exceeds four to six inches.
'.lhus, irrigation is necessary for the production of crops
in the valleys.

Dryland wheat farming practices are followed on

the nearby Horse Heaven Hills, which receive slightly more precip-

itation than the valley areas.

'Ihe development of cities in this

area, then, has had to depend on an agricultural economy of an
irrigated hinterland, and dryland farming.
¥.ax:imum temperatures exceed ninety degrees on about thirty-

five days of July and August.

'!he highest and lowest temperatures

recorded since 1894 are 115° and -29°.

'lhe average daily range

of temperature increases from 14° in January to 338 in July.
(Figure

5).
The long hours of daylight experienced at this latitude

and the abundance of sunshine during the gro.i.ng season

(183 to

216 average frest-free days) provide excellent conditions for the
production of fruit, vegetable, and field crops in the irrigated
areas.

Cherry and hay crops are sometimes damaged by the increased

shower activity.

15

Early Indian Life
The Indian population in this area seems te have been a
shifting one.

The environment in the vtlley areas of the Tri-Cities

was an inducement for larger settlement during the winter time.
According to most reliable accounts, the name Kennewick was the
Indian word meaning Winter Paradise.

The small amount of precipita-

tion and a climate warmer than on the higher elevations induced
many to make the valley their winter home.

Most of them returned

to the higher elevations when the summer temperatures returned.
The rivers also attracted the Indians.

'!he spearing and seining

of salmon was quite common, especially along the shallower Yakima
River.

Hrs. Albert Kent, an early resident in Kennewick, recalls

that every autUJ1111, more than 31 000 Indians would be camped in the
valley areas feasting and taking advantage of the salmon run on
the three rivers.

The Lewis and Clark Expedition which arrived

in this area in October speaks of the many dried fish which the

Indians in this area had.
The many thousands of horses which roamed wild in the
nearby hills also was an attraction for the Indians.

Since the

horse was the best method of overland travel the Indian had, the
ownership of a large number of horses va.s an asset for any tribe.
They could be traded with other trib~s who did not have the access
to the large numbers.

The Tri-City valley areas were a good winter

feeding place for the horses. (Figure 6).

16
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J'ig.'

6. Indian• with their horaea along the
Yakima lliver.
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Some or the advantages which the Indians saw in this
valley were also an inducement to the first settlers.

The first

ranchers were mostly concerned with the marketing of the wild
horses.

'lhe rivers, too, were the key to development of subsistence

and commercial agriculture.

The mild winter climate am

many

days

of sunshine (183 to 200 days) each year is predicted to make this
a resort area for the sunshine-sta.rYed residents of Western

Washington.

Early Visits by ivhite Men
The first record of a visit by white men vas in 1805.
On

October 16, 1805, the I.Bwis and Clarie party set foot on the

land at the confluence of the Snake and Columbia Rivers.

A monument

at Sacajawea State Park (Figure 7) now preserves this historical

f'act.
According to the annals of lewis and Clerk, they traveled
west as far as the mouth of the Tapteal (Yakima) River.

They had

a feast with the Indians on Clover Island, near present-day
Kennewick.
The next visit by white rren seems te have been in 1811.
A Northwest Company partner, David Thompson, passed through the
area.

He erected a pole at the junction of the Snake and the

Columbia and on it fastened a notice that this was a British Post.

18

DEC 1958

tigJ 7.I Lewis and 018.l'k lb;pedition Monument.

The in.acriptioa reads. ''The Lewi a and Clark
E:lploring lzpedition made its firat camp on
the Ool'llDlbia River October 16-lS. 1805. '!hia
man:er erected 'bJ' the Washington State Biat•

orical Societ7, 1927.~

"Thompson even planned a fort there for a time, but ~ihite men
had little use for the area so lacking of adequate water and
land transportation."'
During the early history of the development of this area,

the same location chosen by lewis run Clark serTed as a natural
camping and stopping-off point along the river high11ay for the
miners, trappers, arrl for th:! immigrants coming west.

It was

sort of a goal for travelers up the Columbia River and down the
Snake River.

However, few of the travelers remained in Benton

and Franklin Counties until after 1900.

"The census of 1890

gave Franklin County a population of only 696.n6
Later Environmental Adaptations
It is impossible to mention all of the changes which
white man has m~_de in this area, triply blessed with rivers, sun,
and land, plus the indescribable, fantastic development of atomic
power.

The Indian travois and the conestogas of the early settlers

have been replaced by snarling trucks, horses by hotrods, falsefronts by graceful steel and stone buildings, and the legendary
tent-downs by thousands of trailers, most of whose occupants will
join a useful citizenry to build this modern colussus in the Three
Rivers area of Southern Washington.

The population growth (Figure 8)

'Elizabeth Obrien, Pasco, from Sagebrush to Atoms, 1949.
Bend Countr (Spokane
, Part V, story of Franklin
County. pp. 921-922.

6 ri1ustrated Histor of the
Western Historical Pu lishing Co.,
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has been phenomenal in the last two decades.
'Ihe area is served b7 every conceivable modem transpertation
facility - rail, water, motor, and air.

Such slogans as "Keep your

eye on Pasco, n "Watch Kennerlch grow, n and "Richland, the Atend.c
City," are indicative or the progressive thinking or· its citizenry.
'!he area is forging ahead in tremendous strides, aware of its destiny
and key position in the rich Columbia Basin country.
Because or its location and hinterland, each city has its
own individuality; Pasco, the nerve center of a growing industrial
transportation and distribution center with rail yards, docks, and
expanding airport; Kennewick, heart or the growing agricultural
area of reclaimed arid land, the site of a fast-growing chemical
industry, and the dormitory community for the area; Richland, site
of the Hantord Atomic Works, where the Atomic Energy Commission
helps plot the entry or .America into the Golden Age.

The reasons

for this individuality will receive further emphasis in this thesis.

CHAPTER III
PASCO, THE TRANSPORTATION CITY
.Ainsworth, the Railroad Camp
Ainsworth, Washington Territory, the predecessor to Pasco,
came about as a result of an engineer• s mistake.

In 18 79, the

Northern Pacific Railroad Company decided to build a northwest
transcontinental line from Lake Superior to the West Coast.

Engineers

were immediately hired to lay out a route from the Great Lakes to
the Rocky Jfnuntains.

Follewing the pattern of the Union Pacific,

another crew of engineers and construction men started similar
operations working east from Ainsworth.
Rivers have always been major barriers to land transportation.
'lhe engineers had planned for the railroad to go through Spokane,
on down to about a mile above the Columbia River and cross the smaller
of the two natural water barriers, the Snake River at this point.
Vthere the terrain of a river flood plain would perniit, the line ~as
laid out at least one mile away from the river.

'!his was because

the U.S. Government land grants to the railroad specified that
they were to receive every other square mile of land on both sides
of the railroad.

So the specifications for the first Snake River

Bridge called for building it at least this distance upstream from

the junction of the Snake with the Columbia.

From this bridge,

then, the railroad was to follow the natural gravity grade along
the south side of the Columbia River, the widest flood plain, down
to Portland, Oregon.

(Figure

9). From there, it would continue

along the coastal plain up to Tacoma and Seattle.
a circuitous route to the Pacific Coast

or

Although it was

Washington, this route

would by-pass the greatest natural physical barrier, the Cascade
Mountains.

Since construction on a river flood plain is always

more economical than construction through mountains, the engineers'
plans were approved and construction was begun.
Building bridges during

a.

time llhen horses and men were the

only sources of power, required a large construction crew. So, for
the construction of the Ainsworth Bridge, a temporary camp iias
constructed just south of the bridge on the Nest side of the river.
(Figure 10).
in tents.

!>bst of the first residents in this camp first lived

Later, boards from the ne1Wly-constructed sawmill provided

a material ;mich would shelter them from the sunshine, extreme
temperatures, and blo"11.ng sand.

The sawmill was located on the

peninsular point directly at the mouth of the Snake (now Sacajawea
Park) so that it could be advantageously situated for the log rafts
which caine down both rivers from the vooded mountain areas.

The

town of Ainsworth, at the peak of bridge construction, was claimed

to have a population of nearly 1,500, most of whom were Irish and
Chinese workers, the cheapest labor available at that time.

'lhe

cl"- -.. '- ,";1~,;;~
,

'~ l'>r•

---·--------
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FIG. 9 HIGH~AY ANO RAIJ.WAY

TRANSPORTATION

J'lg. 10. Air new of the mouth of the Snake RiTer. This photogr-aph.
taken on Labor Dq,1948. shows a lar&e crowd of people en.joying the
fa.cili ties of SaoaJawea State Park. !he ai te of Ainaworth was on the
park side of the rive1t1 near the lower brid&e•
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town showed no plan, since all the business houses, most of which
were saloons, were strung in a line along the river.

Behind them

were scattered homes, a church, a dance hall, and a little schoolhouse.
Building a bridge in an area where nature has not provided
the raw materials requires a great expense.

After two years of

construction on this $1,300,000 bridge, the waterway had been
crossed.

But now it couldn't be used.

iihile the Engineers had

followed the path of least resistance to construction, this plan
had invited compaDiY•

ibe U. S. Congress forced a proposed railroad,

the Portland, Salt Lake, and South Pass Railway to share traffic
along the wider flood plain on the south side of the Columbia River.
'lhis meant great free land losses for tlE Northern Pacific Railroad,
and the sale of fr~e land was to be the economic backbone for the
compal'ly' until a trade volume was built up.

So plans were made to

build along the north side of the Columbia am bridge the Columbia
River.

However, the construction of a roadbed on this rugged terrain

on the north side (Figure 3) required many short tunnels and the
removal of much rock.

Meanwhile, as a result of failures at the

Ainsworth Bridge and consequent lack of trust by its backers, the
Northern Pacific Railroad filed bankruptcy and its holdings were
taken over by the Northern Pacific Railway Company.
'lbe principal engineer for the new company-, Virgil G. Bogue,
who achieved tame by engineering the famous mountain Oroya Railway

in Peru, scouted in the Cascades until he found Stampede Pass,

and reconunended the construction of the Stampede Tunnel.
Pasco Junction
It is always more economical to avoid moving construction
materials upstream.

So the ferry .t'rom Ainsworth was discontinued,

and a new spur trach was taken off the main line io.ilere it rounded
Coyote Hills and went to a new ferry la.ming directly on the
Cc>lumbia River.

'lhe steamer., Frederick Billings, pushed the

twelve-car load across the water barrier, delivering materials
for the bridge and for the new rail line up the Yakima River Valley.
On March

or .Ainsworth on

18., 1885., the Railroad placed the important buildings

n.at

cars and moved them inland two and one-halt

miles to the new spur junction known as Pasco junction.
The giving or the name Pasco is attributed to Mr. Bogue.

(Figure ll).
'!he

dust-laden air here reminded him or a PeruVian city, Cerro del
Pasco.

(Hill ot the Field).

Crews of construction workers esta-

blished their residence near the railroad buildings, and Pasco
had its beginning.
So rar, then, in two instances

we

have seen that when a

railroad meets the obstacle of rivers, bridging is necessary
and town sites are developed.
as they meet the needs of' man.

And they continue only as long
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Early Pasco Along Tacoma Avenue
Tacoma Avenue runs on the :-rnst side and pa.rallel ':Ii th
the railroad tracks.

{Figure ll).

During the first .t'ew 3rears,

Pasco served mainly as a railroad construction town.

Consequently,

nearness to the railroad was the important !'actor in building
construction, since it was the center of activity.

The N.P.R.R.

Company :..ras the first to erect buildings; a one-stall roundhouse
or engine house, an ice house, a depot, a freight house, a stock
yard, and a water tank with well and pump house, piping, etc.
At this time, and especially after the first through trains to
Tacoma were operated, July 2, 1887, Pasco began to grow.

"Among

businesses, were a small drug store, the old Ainsworth Post Office,
A. P. Gray's General Store (Figure 12), Sing 1 s Chinese Restaurant,
interspersing the twenty-two saloons.

A Methodist church was built

in the 188o•s, now used by the .Assembly of God congregation.

The church, (Figure 13) located on Bonneville Street, seemed a
long distance from 'townt.117
Beginnings and Growth of Other Sections
Since it had most to gain by Pasco's growth, the Northern
Pacific Railway Compalzy" was the greatest human factor in the development of the city.

The company owned the first square mile of land

that -was platted into lots and developed into a city, incorporated
August 11, 1899.

The railroad promoted agriculture and shipped

7Elizabeth Obrien, Pasco, from Sagebrush to Atoms, 1949.

Fig. 12. The A.P.~ General Store. This
was one of the first retail stores in Pasco.

MAY 1959

J'ig. 13. The first church in Pasco. It was
used as a meeting place for all social functions.
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out the first car of wheat in 1902.

It was tle :major revenue

source for Inland Telephone and Telegraph Compa.n;y-.

It built

Red Row, twenty-seven 2-story frame houses in 1905.

(Figure

14).

'lhese houses, used for railroad office personnel, were the largest
housing project up to this time.

By 1905, also, the railroad

had constructed a small hospital, one of the first between Seattle
and Spokane.

The rail.road, then, ,;..ras almost entirely responsible

for the growth of the city to a population of about 2,500 by 1910.
'lhe Northern Pacific also was responsible for another
great construction crew influx.

Due to an agreenent tor mutual

use of existing railway- facilities, the construction of the
Spokane, Portland, and Seattle Railway- was begun in 1908.

'!his

company is connected with the transcontinental Great Northern
Railway.

It is also known as the North Bank Railway, since it

took over the route which the Northern Pacific had once undertaken

to construct before it changed its mind and went to the Sound
via North Yakima and the Stampede Tunnel.

Even though the dust

blew continuously for t-,,enty-eight days ill March, 1908, the
citizens of Pasco were not like those who settled here after 1943.
'Ihey Aere excited about the rapid development of their city.
During this time, the city center moved ~estvard toward the

present heart of the to1,,'Jl.

(Figure 11).

The A. P. Gray building,

the Pasco Hotel (Figure 15), and others were built up around

Fourth and Lewis, the present do..ntown section.

According to

MAY 1959

Fig. 14.l Bed :Row. These twenty-lieven two-

story houses were built by' the Northern
Pacific in 1905.The houses were purchased
b7 Warden L. 1ann in 1941, who. aold them
to their occupants and others.

Jig.I 15. !he llaw Town area in 1915. !he
Pasco Hotel, the tm9e-stoey building in
the center, 1• now the site of P&7leaa
Drug Oompan7. The building acroaa tm
street left now houses Carl's .Apparel.
The alfalfa- field in the foreground waa
a part of the block set aside by the
Northern Pacific for the public school.

Adolph Neuman, 8 the business area was divided between Old Town
and New Town, with a No-man's Land in between.

The Old Town

business men, who located between First Avenue and Tacoma Street
and east

o:f

the track, didn't think that New Town, between Third

and Fourth Avenues would ever amount to anything.

Because or·

the rivalry, nobody built any stores between Second and 'lhird
Avenues.

Human .factors though they were, they dictated the

pattern for development at this time.
With t,.o railroe,ds serving the area, Pasco became more
firmly established as the transportation center for this part

of the Northwest.

With a population influx,'many' improvements

were brought about due to an increased econom.r.

A panoramic

view of Pasco in 1910 ( Figure 16) shows much o.f the tow-n which

vas built due to railroad infiuence and capital.
The cultural needs of a city was also one factor which
dictated the pattern of its development.

The Pasco Garnegie

Library, (Figure 17) the Cord '.lheater, (Figure 18) and the
Franklin County Courthouse (Figure 19) are examples of these
cultural developments.
The gradual growth of Pasco up to W'orld War II is directly
connected with the gradual gro:1th of the railroads which served
this city.

In 1913, a 38-stall roundhouse and steam locomotive

8 Interview with Adolph Neuman, April

24., 19S9 •
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Fig. 16.1 A Panoramic View of Paaco in 1910. The
Northern Pacific Bailwa.v ~ gave impetus to
practically- all clevelopnent. This photo was taken
looking west from the top of the old coal baDk:er.
At the extreme left can be seen the A Street Red
Row houses bull t by' the Northern Pacific.

Fig. 18. ·~e Oord Theater. '!bis same building
todllv is the Liben1 Theater with a remodeled
1959
MAY
front;! On the silent movie screen on this day
11g. 17. !he :Paaco :·O&ftlegi&-liibRZ7• in 1914 was the heart-tU&ging drama, 8 'rhe Woman
In 1910, a $10,000 endowment was
He Wronged. •And as an added attraction, accorreceived from Andrew Carnegie.
ding to the billing out front, was t~ "Seven
Jubilee Singers.•

Fig. 19. The J'ranklin County- Oourthouae.
:Built in 1912, this building is now surrounded
by- other developnents and businesses.

repair shop (Figure 20) were erected.

The transfer of ownership

from the Addison Miller Ice Company to the Northern Pacific
(Figure 21) was a marked expansion.

Since Pasco is located

near the large fruit-gro,·dng region acres

the Columbia River

and up the Yakima Valley, the icing of railrcad cars has continued
to be an important industry since before vlorld War I.

Until

World War ll, the railroads, together with connected industries,
have always had the largest payroll in the city.
With this economic stability, the optimistic citizenry
outdid themselvAs in some instances in the installation of modern
city improvements - sidewalks, paved streets, lights, sewers, a
new city hall.
'lhe advent of automobile and truck transportation, though
they competed .1ith the railroads, was another factor in the development of Pasco, as well as all of the Tri-City area.

Bridge con-

struction creds again made their headquarters in Pasco, adding
to its econonw.

'Ihe first bridge to be completed was across the

Snake River on the Lewis and Clark Highway.

(Figure 22).

This

bridge provided a faster and more economical access to the Walla
Walla area, and to Portland on u. S. Highway 30.

(Figure 9).

Remains of this first highway (Figure 23) can still be seen at
the new bridge.

The first bridge was dedicated in 1921.

One

year later, in October of 1922, the bridge betieen Fasco and
Kennewick across the Columbia River was completed.

Bridging

of the rivers has resulted in the establishment of offices and

HAY 1959

Fig.I 2(). The Pasco Roimdhau.se and
J'1~~ 21. The Northern Pacific Ice Comllepa.ir Shop. When this photograph was
pany Building. This important induatey
taken, it was Just beginning to be tom has provided work for more than 100
down. A roundhouse and repair llhop for
Pasco residents.
diesel engines is planned•

. .a, ....buk

Bddp, Fnnklin County End

lig. 22. The Jirst Snake River High,rq Bridge.
It was a steel bricJ&e w1 th a wooden deck. One
. nczy night, a fire 1'9gan in the wood and dsroyed the bridge. The State High'trq Departaent put in a pontoon bridge, but it was soon

1troyed b7 ice.

MAY 1959

Jig. 23. !he New Snake River Bridge •
Remnants of the old highw~ are in
the foreground.
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,1arehouses for eight trans-continental truck lines in Pasco
and Kennewick, hauling construction materials and crops from
a continuously developing hinterland.

It has made possible a

connecting link for trans-continental bus transportation services;
was a factor in the development of inter-city bus service; and
promoted the Twin-City name for several business establishments,
which shows a .:feeling of' oneness between the cities of Pasco
a.nd Kennewick.
An

aerial photo, taken in 1943, (Figure 24) shows that

the street leading to the Columbia River Bridge, Tenth Street,
(Figure 11) was the extent of' the westward develooment of Pasco
up to this time.

Why

is this street now in the approximate

center of the cit.v?

Wlat :,ere the factors which led to such

rapid development?

The federal government installations give

us the key to understanding.
The Big Population Invasion
\vb.en the United States declared war in December of'

1941,

the 84th and 89th Quartermaster Corps were stationed in Pasco to
protect valuable railroad property and the small storage depot
called Little Pasco.

(Figure 25).

But the U. s • .Army was looking

tor a site to erect a larger supply depot.

It needed to be inland

for protection from a bombing attack, and yet it needed to be an
ocean port.

Pasco met these qualifications.

A 711-acre site on

Fig. 24. Aerial photo of Paaco in 1943.
Thia photo, looking west, waa taken from
a BaT7 plane in 1943.I !he railw,q 7&1"da
are in the :toregro,md.l The far edge of
the cl,np o:t trees i• Tenth Street.
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Flg. 25. Bsma1ns of the Little Pasco Depot.

the river flood plain of the Pasco Haterfront was chosen and
building on Big Pasco began in the spring of 1942.

Th.is was

later lmown as Pasco Holding and Reconsignment Depot.

From

these eight warehouses,(Figure 261) considered the largest in
the nation, materials were dispatched to Allied Nations under
the I.end I.ease Plan of the U.

s.

Great numbers of narrow gauge

engines, guns, and tanks were shipped from this point to the
u.s.s.R.

Since June,

1955, when Big Pasco was decommissioned,

the Pasco Port District has made numerous attempts to purchase
this property for industrial development, but a satisfactory
price agreement has not yet been reached.
Almost simultaneous~y with the building of Big Pasco,
the U.S. Navy confiscated an area of sandy wasteland north of
the airport.

Recognizing this area as especially suitable for

tmi.form flying weather, the Pasco Naval Air Base was constructed
at an approximate cost of $9,000,000.
doubled Pasco's population.

The 4,ooo cadets nearly

In July, 1946, the base received

its inactivated standing, and shortly thereafter was deeded
to the city of Pasco .for $1.00 - a gift of the U.S. Government.
'!he two-story barracks and the base hospital were moved by ferry
across the Columbia River to North Richland.

But the other

buildings added much to Pasco 1 s industrial development.

'lhe

gigantic swimming pool, (Figure 2&>)1argest indoor pool in
W2.shington, is now privately mined.

Tri-City Mattress Company,

DEC 1958

J'ig. 26a. The !ig Pasco Warehouses. Included
in this propert7 are the eight w&Nhou.aes,each
of which can hou.ee 700 cars of freight; thirty
miles of railroad; twenty-two miles of paved
road; 14-1, 956 :Net of water pipe for fire protection; fuel oil storage for 117,000 gal.lone;
and fort1-t•o big hot-air furnaces.

MAY 1959

Jig. 26b. A part of the Pasco Naval Air Station.
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Jackson Potato Chip Factory, and other li~ht industries located
here.

Buildings for Columbia Basin College were available. And

the warehouses have been used as central distributing points for
several nationally-known wholesale companies.
Ha.ntord Works, largest or all man-made factors in the
development of the Tri-Cities, also had a tremendous impact
on Pasco• s development.

tllen 55,000 people suddenly were brought

to live in a desert area where only 100 people have lived before,
the surrounding communities were bound to be affected.
first year of Hanford construction, the U.S.

Army

For the

demanded

office space and warehouse facilities in Pasco for DuPont and
for Olympic Commissary, the food agency for the construction job.
'!he A. P. Gray Building (Figure 27) served as part of this of'fice
space.

When a huge population invaded an area which was built

only £or few, adaptations to the increase mu.st occur.

However,

these changes were often not made as rapidly as desirable.

In January of 1943, the Federa1 Housing Administration
agreed to construct 100 family units in the city.

In August or

that year, the units were available, with first preference to
the DuPont employees and civilian employees on naval construction.
The number or these units was increased annually until 1945.
At this time, another project of 231 family units called Navy
Homes (Figure 28) was built for servicemen, and later used by
veterans.

However, this construction, together with approximately

DEC 1958

Fig. 27. The A.P.Gfoq Building. 'lbia waa one
of the firat ba1.ldinga in New !on, on J'ourtb .
Street. It aerved as office space for the 1.
I. DuPont 0 ~ during Hanford oenatru.ction.
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Jig. 28. A. aection of Na"t7 Homes. These 231
femil7 units were an emergency houaing proJect.

200 family units built privRtely between 1945 and 1948 did
not fulfill the needs.

"Rent for sheds, baserr.ents, porches,

garages, and single rooms rose from $10 to $80.

Real estate

prices on homes rose from $3,000 to $10,000 in one year. 11 9
Transportation facilities were overtaxed with the flood
of people.

The Northern Pacific and S.P.

&

their passenger depot capacity in 1".iay, 1944.
bus depot also doutled its size in 1945.

S. Railways doubled
(Figure 29).

the

Despite this, naval

authorities conrolained of the filth and crowded conditions at
these ph:!ces.
Because of the large influx of population brought in by
the construction of the Hanford Atomic Plant and the town of
Richland, the Pasco community also had to expand its facilities
for schools, churches, bakeries and restaurants, supermarkets,
municipal swimming pool, health and sanitation services, and
more adequate highway transportation facilities.

It is diffi-

cult to realize the tremendous impace the population invasion
had on the development of Pasco.
population as 3,913.
to 10,228.

The 1940 census showed the

In 1950, the census showed an increase

(Figure 8).

Elizabeth Obrien, in her paper entitled, Pasco, From
Sagebn.ish to Atoms, includes a free verse poem, written

by

a

artime resident of Pasco who worked in a restaurant named
Pasco Lunch.

Although many of the criticisms are exaggerated,

9obrien, loc. cit., p. 34.
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Jig. 29. Northern Pacific and Seattle, Portland and Spokane Bailw&l' ~ot. The one•atl»r.,
section waa added in 1944.I

and may describe Tacoma Avenue at almost an;y point in history,
it

dnqs

show what happens to

a

town which almost overnight is

~raasformed from a self-satisfied life based upon small business
and a

railroad intc a wartime center.
"Landscape:

Pasco, washington"

Pasco -- Main Street -- Sewer for Hanford, Hanford
washington, greatest war project, construction etc. in
the U.S. Now municipal street cleaning department.
Dirty streets; drunks; ragged, barefeot children -winter, wines, bums. Winos, men drunk 24 hours a
day on fortified wine every day all reeling. Gamblers
run the town, bums obscure it. Cars, businesses,
dentists, restaurants, beer halls -- $26,000 this year,
$200 last year. Sputum and vomit and blook thick over
the sidewalk. ,find blowing dust from sagebrush desert
without cessation. Streets, windows dirty - filthy.
Great Columbia River off Main Street and parallel, rear
-- high, black and fabulous. Navy planes of Pasco
Navy Base drowning the air. Cars. Cars. Little Pasco
Depot. .Arm bands, DuPont, on men at depot say an;rbod;r
with suitcase, grab you, say "Are you for DuPont? Are
you for Olympic Connnissary?" hustle you off ••• men out
the South swamp ••• illiterates ••• hillbillies ••• poor
white trash ••• for DJ.Pont, for Olympic ••• for Hanford.
Herd them ••• Herd them••• into Pasco wnch, by the depot,
with niggers for breakfast: used to give them 75¢
breakfast. Couldn't get them out. They went to sleep.
legs on tables, wouldn't budge: Most of them foodless,
moneyless, made the trip across the U.S. to Pasco on a
promise. On $5 and a promise of Paradise - to doom at
Hanford. Get them 0ut or Pasco lmlch; now giving them
only coffee and doughnuts. Get them out ••• 35,000
Mexicans coming in. Day and night, 50.,000 beings in
5 square miles at Hanford. DuPont war project. Crowd
them in. Pasco, coming by train. Day and night. Knife
in back. Pasco jail full -- emptied steaclily- -- cause
too big a reeding problem. 1..rinos borrowing dollars living well. Death. Crime. Squalor. Pasco Main Street:
sewer of Hanford, greatest war project in the U.S.

Pasce lrr1latioa Develepllellts

Irrigation in the Pase• area dates back te 1910 when
the Franldia Ceunty Irrigation District ws formed.

Steam pumps

were used to pump water from 'both the Saalce ad Columbia Rivers
into the ditches and diversion canals.

The use of irrigation

aa.ter •de possible the use ot what had been considered waste

land. Fruit, especially strawberries, {Figure 30), apples,
peaches., and grapes became important.

'l'hese fruits from the

Tri-City area were shipped by rail and 'U."UCk facilities to Seattle,
Spokane, Pertland, and in some cases, as tar east as Chicago.
With Franklin Roosevelt's election, new 1rrigatioa hepes
arose in Pasco. His T.iews of Columbia River development were
well k:nc,wa. Pasco was one of the mat active small cenn:uni.ties
:l.n promot:t.ng the t:l.na.l passage of the Coulee Dam Act.

Pasco

jeined in giving active support and financial aid to send lobbyists
to Congress. World War II, however, :interrupted progress in
Columbia Basin dft'elopm.ent.
In 1949, before the water from the Coulee Project was

rea~ to f'low, the Pasco Pumping Unit vas the first section to
be irrigated in the Columbia Basin Project.

The Northern Pacific

Railway- made all its land available for settlement as soon as
water f'or the unit was assured. Preference in sales was given

to qu.ali:tied veterans. 1.'he Railway owned a1l or part of the
thirty-tour farm units withia the tirst preject section.

B. Y.11BD.111 1 a
.o &ore, in.ran....., JlelA

llU

Jig. 30• H. V. Wexler' s 4o acre atrawberry field. ·
This photograph, taken in 1922, shows the pickers
in the hot wan, harvesting along the upper river
road. When 1 t came to be strawberry piclclng time.
the Indiana from Yakima would come to work in the
fielde pitching the~'r tepees along the bank of
the Ool1J111bia RiTer.1

.Approximately' 70,000 acres have been developed annually' as
the gevernment ma.de tunds available.

'lhe results of what a

farmer could do when water was delivered to the arid, sand3',
soil of the 5,500 acre Pascc Pumping Unit has OYershot reclamatien bureau predictions by mere than ten 7ears.
The 220,000 square miles of the Columbia Basin territer,r

north or Pasco is 7% of the area of the United Stated.
estimated cost of orderly development

er

'lhe

this land for farming

was about $Si, billion, but rising inf"lationar;r costs have brought
the estimates well over $6 bill.ion.

Pasco has alrea~ been

developed as one of the most important outlets for the irrigated
crops of sugar beets, hay", beans, and grain.

Under normal conditions,

continued development will be needed for the growing population

or

the United States and the W8rld.
Pasco as an

Ocean Port

The Port ef Pasco, an active river shipping f"acilit7 since

1941, has been gaining momentum. A.s the Columbea Basin land
has been developed its p&sition as an inland port has become
increasingly' important.

'!he volume of" barge shipment has been

on a rapid increase because of navigation developments.

'!he

volume of goods shipped from Tri-City ports in 1958 was more
than twice the wnnage shipped in 1957.

One reason why Pasce

is a natural outlet tor farm products is that all of the Celumbia

Basin is uphill from. Pasco.
market is dowhill.

goods to

The most economical way to move
The

Tri-Cities are the hub of rail.,

highway, air, and river transportation.
show

Port District managers

that more retail outlets in more states can be serviced

in less time

:f'rom

the Tri-Cities than .from any other area in

the Pacific Northwest.

The

weather in this area permits uninter-

rupted transportation conditions at all times
The port of Pasco (Figure

or

the year.

31) already is the largest

ColUJllbia R:iTer port above Vancouver., W&llhington.

~eat and

petroleua prodacte an sb:ipped dnnstream • .Anhydrous ammonia,
Portland ce.meat, a'lltoaDbilea, and hea'l'J' fara machinery are received at th.a port..

Ia

1'54, U. Salt

Lake Pipeline Company

bv.ilt bu«e storage_.. (Pip.re 32) alcmg the Snake River east

ot Pasco.

'lbe 700..al.le pipeliae fNda directly into the storage

tanks troa

oil f'ieldll ill ._. Jlaxieo.

'Ibis factor has made Pasco

a major petroleua diatributi• center tor all of this part of
the Northwest.

I:klring

the sae year, Brea .Aqua .Ammonia Company

also built tanks with a 6:,0,000 gallon capacity- along the Snake
River.

Fro• thie ~int tn.cks carrr the agricultural fertilizer

into the Coluabia Be.sin, and 8Uff01dlCl1ng agricultural area.
Construction on Johll DB,,- Da, downstream from McNary
Dua, has all"eaqy began.

This daa is the last link in providing

slack water from the Tri-Cities to the Pacific Ocean.

Seaport
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31. The Port of Pasco. This photo was
taken from the old high.w~ bridge across
the Columbia River.

Fig.

MAY 1959

3~ The Standard 011 0Cll!p~ a to rage
tanks. The oil pipe line feeds directly
into these tanks.
Fig.
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freight rates have already been promised to be equal with Portland,
Oregon.

However, ocean ships will never be seen in the Tri-Cities

as they are seen at Portland.
twenty-eight feet of Nater.

M:>st liberty ships draw at least
'!he cell depths on the locks on the

Columbia River dams will only allow ships which draw a maximum
of sixteen feet of water.
are not feasible.

According to engineers, higher dams

Ocean-going barges of 7,SCXJ tons, having equal

capacity with liberty ships, have already docked at Tri-City
ports, and 10,000 to 12,000 ton barges will be available after
the completion of John Day Dam.
important.

The big ships may not be most

Slack water will permit lower-powered tugs to bring

up multiple tows, and will greatly reduce freight costs.

For

instance, at this time because of prohibitive rates, limestone,
timber residue pulpwood, and low grade iron and aluminum ore
cannot be shipped to the Tri-Cities.

v.hen this is possible,

industries using these products may be developed.

The continuous

slack water to the ocean will link this area by direct barge
service with P.laska, Pacific Coast ports, and via the Panama
Canal, with the Gulf of Mexico, and Mississippi River ports.
'!hen, via the Inland Waterway, with the Eastern Seaboard.
Also, the building of four proposed multi-purpose dams
on the Snake River will make possible slack water navigation
to I.ewiston, Idaho, and would tap the great timber and mineral
areas of the central Idaho panhandle.
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Pasco as the Air Term:Lnal of the Tri-Cities
In 1926, the first contract airmail in the United States

was fiown :trom Pasco.

Because of' its location, post of'f'ices

throughout the stat::i signed petitions making Pasco the hub of'
airmail service to points 1n Washington.

This service was inter-

rupted wile the Navy Air Base was situated in Pasco, but since
1946, the use of the airport bas been expanded.
"West Coast Airlines, with operational headquarters in
Pasco, has seen its night schedule double and its passenger
total nearly quadruple, while priTate flying bas also climbed
to new heights.
this lf.81'1

West Coast Manager, Charles Pudwi.11, put it

•As the

Tri-Cities grows, so will airline service.'

In 1949 Empire Airlines began daily flights from the old Pasco

NaV'Y' Airport.

J.n 1952., Est Coast merged with Empire, upping

the fiight schedule to four e. day.

CurrentlY', West Coast has

Dine fiights a day and eight of these are on the streamlined
F-27 1s which cruise at speeds ot 245 miles per hour, cutting
considerable time of'f' flights.
The Pasco airport covers 2,200 acres and is rapidly
developing into a :f'irst class station.

ln 1958, a $50,000

lighting system was installed on the two main runways, plus

$45.,ooo for resurfacing.
Additional plans call far the building of a new terminal
building, resurfacing of runways and taxi strips, aprons, and

utilities. n10 Since Pasco is at location which is the hub or
transportation in this part or the state, air transportation
to Seattle, Portland, Spokane, and points east has become increasingly important.

Pasco has the only major commercial

airport in the Tri-Cities.

Government personnel and connected

industry have greatly contributed to this increase.

lOTri-City Herald, (Pasco, Kennewick, Richland, wash.),

March

15, 1959.

CHAPTER IV
KENNEWICK, THE FRUIT, DORMITORY.,

A.ND

CHEMICAL CITY

Early Beginni!!gs and Failures
Nhen a river is an obstacle to the floii or land traffic

in one direction, it is true also in the return direction.

Prior

to the completion or the f'irst railroad bridge across the Columbia
River, trains were transferred across the river br ferey.

This

was more expensive and took more time than bridge traffic would
take.

So, like Pasco, Kenne\;lick had its beginning as a railroad

terminal, o:n the other side of the river.
scouting on the river, H.

s.

(Figure .33).

Arter

Huson, civil engineer assigned to

the bridge project, decided to use the site near present day

Clover Island as the bridge site.

The

Hudson Bay Company had

used this site as a landing place when they hauled hay from this
area to Fort Wallula.

This site tl/tUld easily permit the landing

of construction materials for the railroad camp as well as for
the bridge.

The chosen site for the construction camp on the Kennewick
side of the river was near the present day Du.f'fy 1s Auto Camp.
(Figure .34).

It consisted ot hutments for workers on one side

of the railroad track, and a six-stall roundhouse, turn table,
coal bunkers, and stock yards on the other side.
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Jig. 34. Doffyt, Auto Camp, site of the
J'irat Kennewick.

•
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Wien the first train crossed the bridge (Figure 35) on
December 8, 1888, the Northern Paci:tic Railway had conquered all
physical barriers from Ashland on Lake Superior to Tacoma on
Puget Sound.

The bridge now made possible the faster flow of

people and materials for the settlement of the Yakima Valley
and

of KenneWick.

should continue.

But there ..tas no reason why the first Kenneidck
Without irrigation, the semi-arid desert region

of Kennewick offered no incentive for continued population.
The larger railroad facilities in Pasco were now easily accessible.

So, in 1889, the first Kennewick failed.

"The old town

of Kennewick has met the fate of her sister, J.insworth, and
has been dismantled.

'lhe

timbers used in building both deceased

towns have been brought and used in the construction of dwellings
on the outskirts of Pasco.nll
When water was brought to an area where the topography
permitted irrigation, the volcanic soil of this desert region
produced abundantly.

Recognizing this fact, a private company,

the Yakima Irrigation and Improvement Company was organized in

1892.

Not only were the Columbia and Snake Rivers available for

a water supply, but the Yakima River was scouted for possibilities.
This river (Figure 3), in cutting between the Horse Heaven Hills
and Rattlesnake Hills forms a rapids about twenty miles from
Kennewick.

The canpany, after preliminary surveys, began to

construct a gravity-flow ditch from this point, Horn Rapids,
on the Yakima River.
11Portland Morning Oregonian (Portland, Oreg.), April 9, 1889.

Fig.I 35.1 The first Northern Pacific
Railwa, ~ridge across the Columbia
River. The construction of this
bridge was the maJor factor in the
location and establishment of Pasco
and Kennewick. Notice the sternwheel
steamer on the Oolt11Dbia River.

5':?

A construction crew was needed, so to house them, the
Y. I. and I. Compaey constructed a three-stor.r f'rame hotel in

1893. (Figures 36

and

37).

1n order to keep the crew happy,

the $17,000 building ..ras equipped with modern plumbing and running
water, by means of a water tank on the roof.

Around this hotel,

other buildings were constructed to serve the homeseekers and
investors - the residents or Second Kennewick, and its surrounding areas.

In 1893, the first newspaper ever published in

Kennewick, The Columbian, spoke or flourishing farms and orchards,
the first strawberries put on the market of the coast cities, and
a population of about 400.

One investor,

c.

J. Bea.ch, platted

a town.site on the south side or the railroad tracks and built
another hotel on the site or the present Union Pacific Depot.
A drug store., blacksmith shop., and a few other buildings comprised that portion of Kennewick.
Although the name, Kennewick, meant winter paradise for
the Indians, residents of Second KenneWick did not see such
bliss in this area.

One factor to discourage

many

from remain-

ing here, was that the Columbia River flood of 1894, the largest
flood on record, destroyed nmch of their property.

In 1895,

the world panic reached Kennewick, and development ceased.
Since irrigation gave the impetus for development, Kennewick•s
development has always depended for a large part on the surrounding agricultural area.

Although crops were successfully grown,

the market for the fruit and vegetables grown was so poor that

66

36.

& I. Co. Hotel. Thia
was nicknaroed the 'fhi te
11.epbant because it was seldom used. It

Jig.

The T. I.

69-roa building

burned from a gaelight e:zploaibn in 1904.

1,IAY 1959

Jig. 37. The site of the Y. I.
Hotel as it looks todq.

&

I. Co.
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farmers had ditficulty in paying for their water rights and
their land.

The ranchers south or Kennewick at this time were

primarily engaged in rounding up the thousands of wild horses
and shipping them

by

rail to points east.

discouraged this business.

A poor market also

Since the Yakima Irrigation and

Improvement Company was not yet solvent, and fees from the farmers
could not be collected, the company- had difficulty in maintaining
the canal.

Rodents dug small holes in the canal banks, which

turned into larger breaks.

26, 1896, a large

On September

portion of the sandy, earthen canal bank washed out, and irrigation was discontinued.

Jithout irrigation, there was no

purpose for a city, so the Second Kennewick failed.
Although Kennewick and Pasco had similar beginnings as
railroad terminal points, why did Kennewick have two failures
while Pasco, during this same time, seemed to make steady
progress in its development? They were both on the same rail
line, and both had energetic citizens.
advantages.

They both had distinct

Pasco was more advantageously- situated for river

traffic on both the Snake and Columbia Rivers.
more valley land suitable for irrigation.
in development?

Kennewick had

Why the difference

The Northern Pacific was more concerned with

the development of Pasco.

'rf.l.thout the capital of this large

company, Pasco' s developroont may have been like that of Kennewick.
The Yakima Irrigation and Improvement Company', though it had

major plans for the development of the KenneW:ick valley area,
lacked the capital to support those plans,

and

could not con-

tinue the upkeep of its project • .And without irrigation, there
was no reason for the continuance of Kennewick as a town.

Development Contributions of the Northern Pacific
In order to sell the vast tracts of right-of-way grant

land, the Northern Pacific took over the inadequate canal and
other holdings of the Yakima Irrigation and Improvement Company.
11

The Northern Pacific Irrigation Company was formed, and in

February, 1902, began enlarging the Horn Rapids ditch.

(Figures

38 a.nd 39). When it was completed the following year it was
thirty miles long, five feet deep, ten feet wide at the bottom,
and eighteen feet wide on top.n12
:Jhile the canal was being rebuilt, Kennewick again sprang
into existence.
rapidly.

Houses and business establishments went up

The business establishments were largely concentrated

along Front Street.

Signs of rapid building are still in evidence

when one examines the outside walls of the first permanent blacksmith shop.

(Figures 4o and 41).

Sand

and rocks of glacial

till ·.,ere scooped up right on the site, mixed with a little cement,
and poured into the forms.

12 Tri-City Herald (Pasco, Kennewick, Richland, ~ash.),
March 30. 19t;A.
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Jig. 3g. The XeJ1I1ewick: Canal dnring its
first decade. Without this Ditch of
Life, there would have been no ci t7.

Fig. 39. The Kennewick Canal to~.
~canse of numerous drownings 1h
recent years, it haa been called the
Ditch of Death.

-

-
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Jig. 4o. Front Street Commercial .Area.
The building at far left waa the first
..l'!D8.nent blacka:ni th ab.op.I

J'ig.141. Identification marks of tbe
blacksmith shop. The three horseshoes
and the hitching ring in the sidew~
identify the site.
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Since irrigation was now backed by the larger company,
the Northern Pacific, merchants ~ere confident that irrigation
·jould be a success.

During eight months of 1902., the commercial

center became firmly established.

'lb.ere were three general stores

one hardware and manufacturing tin shop., two hotels, one teed
store, one barber shop, two lumber yards, one livery stable,
one warehouse, and a weekly newspaper, the Columbia Courier.
'Ihese were the needs of the population living in the community
at this time.
I.and Comp!!!& Advertisins.
The Kennewick Association, consisting of the Kennewick

Land Company and the Columbia Land Company, (not railroad, but
privately owned companies) printed over 18.,000 pamphlets in 1903,
describing the town.

According to former Mayor A.

c.

Amon, 13

every train leaving from Chicago and St. Paul had a Kennewick
pamphlet on every- seat in 1905., when he came west.

Everyone

coming to Kennewick to find work fo\Uld it, with the help of the
Kennewick Association.

If no special job could be found, the

land companies would hire the men to grub out sagebrush.

"A

Kennewick Land Company pamphlet in 1903 read like this:
":KENNEw!CK., THE CALIFORNIA OF THE NORTFfrlEST."

Its promotioaal

literature stressed these points:
lJirlterview with A.

c.

P.mon., May IS., 19.59.
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1.

Kennewick lies in the center of a district comprising

14,ooo acres of land now being put under the most modern and
complete system of irrigation possible.
2.

Its location gives it unsurpassed markets for its

products, being midway between Spokane and Seattle on the line
of the Northern Pacific Railway.

3. KenneWi.ck lands are far cheaper than

any

similar lands

for the reason that the Irrigation Company is closely allied
with the Northern Pacific Railway, which is giving the public
the benefit of any possible saving.

4.

'lhe climate is ideal.

Wlile only 365 feet above sea

level, on the beautiful Columbia River, its proximity to the
snow-clad Cascade Mountains makes it a. land of sunshine with
air pure and healthful.

5. 'lhe low altitude makes the winters very mild and gives
the earliest growing season known in the entire Northwest.14
The advertising literature was, in essence, true.

Since

this was in an era before the Theodore Roosevelt administration
which did much to break up railroad monopolies, the lands were
sold cheaply in order to build up an area for railway business
volume.

'The mention of frequent dust storms, however, was pur-

posely omitted from the advertising literature.

This was one

factor which was a disappointment to some after their arrival

in this area, since they expected perfect weather conditions.
14Interview with Ral.ph Reed, April

14,

1959.
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Developmental Effects of the Advertising
The advertising of the Kennewick Association brought more
people to make their homes in this area.

Consequently, more

land was developed, and more business establishments were erected
to serve the people.

(Figure 42).

J3y' 1904, Kennewick was established

in a great .fruit-producing area and became known as the fruit city

of' the Columbia Valley.
The first city improvements after incorporation in 1904
were to level down sand dunes in the streets, build board sidewalks
and plant many of' the trees which are seen along Kennewick Avenue
to-day.

AB the fruit industry increased, and the agricultural area

expanded, so did the city.

A noteworthy city improvement was the

building of' concrete sidewalks in 1912.

According to Ralph Reed,

Kennewick had more concrete sidewalks in 1912 than any W'a.shington
city east of Seattle. 15
The Agricultural Area and Its Influences on Kennewick

Much of the wheat grown on the Horse Heaven plateau area
has been, and continues to be shipped from Kennewick.

This

plateau region had a wheat acreage of 189,000 acres as early as
1909.

Horse-drawn combines (Figure 43) were the only means of

harvesting in those days.

This was especially difficult since

deep-well drills were unlmown at that time, and all water for
the animals had to be hauled from the valley.

M:>st of the first

.farmers in this area came from the Midwest, and tried to farm
1

'Ib1d.
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Jig. 42. Kennewick .A.venue in 1904.
Thia photograph, looking west, ahowa
the cc:mmercial section shortl7 after
the town was incorpo,r ated. Notice
the board sidewalks.

Fig. 43. Harveatin,s ,rieat in the Horse
Heaven Bill a in 1911'-.

their Horse Heaven homesteads the same way they had done back
there.

The varieties of seed which they had were not adapted

to this soil and climate.

During some of the winters, there

~as little snow cover and their winter wheat winterkilled.
Their mold-board plows went deep into the volcanic ash and most
of the loose soil was eroded by wind.

M3.n,y soon discovered

that the only v1ay to farm this land was to summer fallow it
and

S<T.i

only half' of it to wheat each year.

Because of poor

fanning methods and poor machinery for this type of .farming,
the yields were often under ten bushels per acre.

Some farmers,

with large acreages, stayed on their homesteads and learned
new methods.

But

were discouraged .and left.

By

1924,

\\hen the optimum precipitation tor wheat seems

to be

many

plantings had decreased to 65,000 acres.

somewhere around thirty-two inches per year,

16 it is quite an

achievement to produce excellent yields in this area of about

ten inches per year.

(Somewhat higher than valley precipitation).

Since the wheat here had a longer growing season than most wheat
regions, the wheat has always had a high protein content, and
this commands a premium price, since it is a good bread wheat.
High protein content increases the capacity of the flour to
absorb moisture and yields a bread of fine texture with pore
spaces of desired size •1 7 "..-lhen there has been enough precipitation

16

william

Van Reven, '!he ~ricultural Resources of the World
Prentice Hall, Inc.,954), P• 28.
l?Ibid., P• 28.

(New York:

in the fall, winter wheat has been sown.

Deep drills (three

to six inches) put the wheat kernels deep enough for moisture
to make it sprout and grow.

Although the new varieties of 1-Jheat

permit more winter wheat to be grown, some spring wheat is still
found.

W!lnter wheat is preferred, however, because it fits well

into the seasonal schedule of farm operation and reduces the
possibility of damage from Hessian fly.

\,hen the U.S. Government

began acreage allotments for wheat, farmers concentrated on the
use of con:unercial fertilizers to a greater extent.

During the

last five years, yields over fifty bushels per acre have become
common.
This wheat is now hauled to market terminals in bulk
form.

But, for many years, all wheat shipped from this area

had to be sacked.

Since bulk 1vheat sometimes became moley when

it was shipped through the humid, equatorial parts of the world,
the port at Portland, Oregon, chief market for the wheat, required
that all the wheat be sacked.

liilen sacks were impossible to get

during \brld tlar II, adaptations were made to ship the wheat in
this form.
The port of Kennewick, wishing to promote the shipping
of wheat from this city, built a wooden elevator (Figure 44)
on its land.

But it was wartime and materials were scarce. The

rails for a railroad spur to the site hed already been bought.
But they ~vere confiscated by the government and. used at the
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Fig. 44. The Kennewick Grain Ele-t·atora. The
elevator on the left was never used. The
llorth Pacific Grain Growers- Elevator 1 s in
the center~ J.ccording to Ralph Reed, the trees
1n the center of this photograph, a part of
the Ledbetter Ranch, were the onl7 one a in
this entire area in. 1905;1 This shaded area
was used as a Mexican farm labor camp in
19:,4. when asparagus cu.tters could find no
hou.eing.
·
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Pasco Naval Air Station.

Because of faulty construction., the

building was never used.

In 1952, the North Pacific Grain

Growers Inc. erected an elevator with a capacity of four and
one-half million bushels.

This is the largest grain elevator

on the upper Columbia.
,,Jhen irrigated fruit lands were first developed, the
quick cash crops were strawberries and melons.

Because of its

early frost-free season, Kennewick always placed the first crates
of Northwestern grown strawberries on the market, in Seattle,
Portland, and Spokane.

These were the Clark Seedling berries.,

and always commanded a good price.
bearer.

This plant was not a heavy

Two hundred crates to the acre was

the Magoon plant was introduced to the area.

a.

good crop.

Then

This plant would

produce up to six hundred crates per acre, but W'ith its inferior
quality, the reputation of the Kennewick strawberry was ruined.
The strawberry weevil finally destroyed most of the acreage.
So the strawberry acreage has almost disappeared from the valley.

The Kennewick Highlands Project, 6,000 acres of orchards,
was one of the big agricultural boosts to the Kennewick area.

'lhe

project was divided into five and ten-acre tracts and sold by the
Northern Pacific Irrigation CompaI\Y•

This development was planned

as apple country, but since apple trees in this area require
eight years of groi,th before they produce, and peach trees only

72

three years, peach trees ,,ere planted between the apple trees.
At one time, Kennewick shipped out as many as six thousand carloads of peaches in one season. 11 In 1912, Kennewick shipped
18
out 8,000 cars of £ruit.n
One significant aspect of the
Highlands Project was that every landowner received his domestic
water supply from the company's above-ground conduits (Figure
and no wells were drilled.

45)

The orchards were good, and the farmers

were successful horticulturalists.

But, during too national

depression of 1929 to 1932, the apple market was extremely low.
The stories of men selling apples on street corners were true.
Apples were cheap.

Uncontrollable pests, unexpected frost during

a blossoming period in 1931, and in some cases insufficient water
and high pumping costs caused many to pull out their apple orchards
and to concentrate on vegetables.
Since 1913, Kennewick has been identified as having the
largest single Concord Grape Vineyard in the world (Figure 46),
producing the highest tonnage per acre in the NOrld.

Because of

abundant sunshine, the grapes in this area are famous for their
naturally sweet quality.
Cherries, apricots, pears, plums, and prunes constitute
other important fruit crops in the area.

However, an extreme

drop in temperature in the early fall of 1955 while the sap was
still high, destroyed almost all cherry trees.
18 Kennewick Courier-Reporter
January 1, 1942.

Over 8,000 trees

(Kennewick, We.sh.),
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ftg. 45. Wooden conduits of the Kennewick:
Highlands Project. The pipes were laid above
the ground for easier installation and
maintenance purposes.

MAY 1959

l'1.g.1 46. .A. portion of the Welch Vineyard.
Housing develGpnents have gone up around
the vineyard.
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have been pulled out in the valley area of Kennewick.
"The value of the vegetable harvest in the Kennewick
area in 1939 totalled $360,000.
a value of $198,000.

Asparagus ranked first with

The lettuce crop was valued at $53,000,

melons and cantaloupes $37,000, and tomatoes at $11,000.

Be-

cause this area has the earliest ripening season in the Northwest, the vegetables command a premium price in Portland,
19
Seattle, and Spokane."
Mint became an important crop after
World ,var II cut off foreign oil supplies.

In 1944, over 2,100

acres were planted, yielding over $600,000.
Most of the doi;,mtown coilllTlercial area of Kennewick (Figure 47)
was built to serve the agricultural population.

The citizens

of Kennewick enjoyed their small city, boasting of its grapes
and lush fruit.

Transportation of the fruit and farm machinery

by truck was greatly increased when the highway bridge (Figure 48)
vas constructed in 1922.

Before this time, railway and river

traffic (Figure 49) were the only means Kennewick residents had
for transportation to Pasco, Spokane, Portland, and the outside
world.
'lhe Population Boom and Its Effects
With a population of 1,918 in 1940, in the next decade
Kenne~ick showed one of the biggest percentage population leaps
19

Bernard Goldhammer, The Economic Base for Power Markets
in Benton and Franklin Counties, Bonneville Power Administration,
November, 1953.
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Fig. 47. Aerial view of the Downtown Kennewick Oomnerc1al .&rea.

Fig. 48. The first highway brid89. Thia
photograph was taken while workmen were
rushing to complete the center span •

• • l

49.

.

Kennewick waterfront in 1909. The four
eteamboats pictured, made regular stops ~re.

F1g.
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of

any

incorporated city in the United States, to 10,106 in

1950 - a gain of

427%.

The .function of the city now was not

only as a city serving the agricultura.l area, but it became
also a dormitory community for construction workers.

'lhe

United States Government needed workers to construct the Pasco
Naval Air Base and big Pasco Reconsigrunent Depot.

In 1943,

the federal government also contracted the E. I. DuPont Company

to construct an atomic reactor plant, the Hanford Construction
Camp, and housing facilities for 17,000 permanent employees
at the plant.

Since there was no available housing in Pasco

and Richland, Kermewick was chosen as the place of residence
for many- workers on these construction projects.
First of the dorinitories was Parkview Homes.
sponsorship of the city, the

u. s.

Under the

Government bought a twenty-

eix acre tract of agriculturally worth.less land and erected
frame longhouses of four, six,and ten units.

Two hundred units

were built, plus an administration building (the present City

Hall), and a recreation hall.

(Figure

5o). In

addition, space

for 500 trailers was provided.

(About where the Kermewick

General Hospital now stands.)

Some of these could hardly be

called trailers.

Makeshift boxes were hauled in, set on blocks,

and the wheels removed.

A washroom facility building was pro-

vided for each twenty trailers.

The school district moved in

barracks which became lmown as the Tenth Avenue School.

'lhe

whole project cost s:>me one and one-fourth million dollars.
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11.g. ~. Site of Parkview Homes. The recreation
hall and Tenth .A.venue School barracks buildings
are in the background.
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'Ihe city admistrations of this project paid back the U. s.
Goverrunent every cent it invested.
was a big asset to Kennewick.

This wart:iJne housing project

'!he 700 new families made business

boom, and brought new life to the city.

it.hen the project ceased

operations and was removed in 1956, the whole area was presented

to the city.

nNot only had it given the city some $35,000 to

$40,000 a year in taJCes, but the administrators also presented a
sum of $35,ooo in cash to the city in profits from its administration.a

20

,,Jhen the General Electric Company took over the operation

of Richland and the Hanford Works from the DuPont

1947, there was a great new influx of families.

Company

in

The toli?l of

Richland could not grow fast enough, so living space was sought
elsewhere.

Housing was not only critical, it iiias practically

impossible to find anywhere.

Uniformed members of the patrol

force in Richland made e house-to-house survey in Kennewick in
an attempt to locate any spare rooms.

The survey in Kennerlck

provided housing for only 100 General Electric workers.

So

Kennewick formed a Citizens Committee to work toward a goal of
1,000 new homes in two years.

'!his committee was quite success-

ful in inducing several private housing developments to be built.
Vista Homes, Arbor Homes, Anna lee Heights, Rudkin Heights, and
L:1lllpson Homesites were built up by 19h9.
\then land transportation facilities for about 2,000 people
are suddenly expected to accorrunod~te an estimated 18,000 cars
and trucks in a day, overcroNded does not describe the condition
20 Interview with Ralr:h Reed., A:pril l~-, 1959.

19
which exists.

These ,,rere the conditions or the highways and

bridges in the Tri-City area vhile the construction of the
Hanford Works and the construction of Richland was going on.

Durinc rush hour tim.e, traf'f'ic was lined up bwnper to bumper
from Richland almost back to Kennewick, a. distance of' seven
miles.

Some autos never shifted out of' second gear on the

forty-five minute trip .f'rom Ke:nne-..rick to Richland.

Something

had to be done f'or the development of' adequate transportation.
The Atomic Energy Comission, government control of Richland
and the Hanford Atomic vi>rks, hired engineers to plan a tourlane highway, a system of' overpasses and a cloverleaf, and a
f'our-lane bridge across the Columbia River. (Figure 51).
The bridge, completed in 1953, provided a raster access of' the
workers to Pasco, but it did not contribute to the developement
of' Kennewick.

In f'act, it was a major factor f'or some workers

to choose Pasco as their home instead of' Kennewick.
As

more people meved into the area, more businesses were

constructed to tulfill the needs of' the people.

Location

of business establishments is alr1ays important to their success.
The new business section along Kennewick•s Avenue

c,

the highway

between Richland and Pasco, seemed to be an ideal location.
Traffic had to slow down f'or the approach to the old highway
bridge, so it would also stop for trade.

Speculators went

wild with enthusiasm as they erected businesses in this area.
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Fig.i 51. The 4-lane Jligbwq :Bridge. This p)iotograph, taken in
1954, shows the new developments in Pasco~l l3y 1959, developments

have continued to move west(left) past the bridge. The levees of
lfall'Ul.a Lake have protected the cities from ihundation.
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The iolhole thirty acre tract of salt grass land was offered for
sale at $3,000 in 1940.

Five years later, some of these com-

mercial lots sold for as much as $1,000 a front foot.

Although

this area was thriving tremendously, it came to a sud.den halt.
The builders had forgotten one important thing - they. were too
close to the Columbia River.
a rampage.

In June of 1948 the river went on

Although it did improve the squalid conditions of

the garbage-littered trailer camps along the river road, the
flood did unestimable damage to property along its way.
entire Avenue

11

C11 connnercial area was inundated.

'!he

In order to

salvage some of their goods, businesses constructed open-air
shops on higher ground in Kennewick.

(Figure 52).

After the

construction of the McNary Pool levees, some businesses have
again been built up, but the area has a minor significance
as compared with the connnercial area in 1948.
Although the construction of new housing developments
had its greatest thrust before 1950, much of the Kennewick
Highlands orchard land is now being developed into new housing
projects.

Many of the residents are ex-Richlanders who got

tired of waiting for the government to sell the Richland property,
and desired to own their own homes. , They could not own their
own homes in Richland, since it was forbidden by government
regulation.

The majority of these people chose Kennewick as

their dormitory home rather than Pasco because of more available
home sites with a river view, and because it was closer to

S2

Fig.

52. Open-air shopa for the disposal of flood-damaged

gooda in.

1948.

Richland.
With the expansion of dwellings into the West Highlands,

a nev shopping district (Figure 53) was begun around the Angus
Village lbtel.

'Dli.s shopping center, called Vista Village,

was begun as a $400,000 enterprise in 1955, and has been expanding ever since.

!5?act of :McNag Dam
McNary

Dam

(Figure 54) has left its mark on the develop-

ment of Kennewick and the Tri-Cit;y area.
was progressing,

many

dormitory home.

In December,

,.Jhile construction

of the workers chose Kennewick as their

1947, daily bus service was begun

for the workers between Kennewick and the construction site,
twenty-nine miles to the south.

The dam backed up water twenty-

five miles upstream from Kennewick and inundated 32,000 acres
or land to form llallula Lake.

Along the cities of Kennewick

and Pasco, 29.3 miles of levees were built to protect the cities.
The dam's hydro-electric pOifer and navigation benefits
have greatly increased Kennewick' s industrial potential.

The

fourteen generators each add 70,000 kilowatts to the Bonneville

Power Administration's Northwest Power Pool.

The reservoir

makes slack water navigation possible for sixty-one miles on
the Columbia, and is one of the keys in providing slack water
navigation from the Tri-Cities down to the Pacific Ocean.
Each year since the dam was completed in 1953, the barge traffic
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Jig. 53. A section of the Vista Village
Shopping Center.

li'ig. 54,. MclTary Dam. This photograph was taken in June, 1954.

Z5

between the Tri-City area and Portland has shown increases.
Both upstream and downstream traffic from the Tri-Cities in

1958 amounted to 967, 728 tons.

:4ith these transportation

facilities, the Kennewick Port District has increased its activity.

This, in turn has contributed to the development of

Kennewick by bringing in chemical industries, increasing population, and with the population the establishment or new
businesses.
In 1953, Clover Island was built up(a£ter being submerged

by the McNary Pool) and it was expanded to a twelve-acre area
for a river terminal, small boat harbor, and marina development.
The river developments have made this area a great summer playland for pleasure boaters and fishermen.
Kennewick as a Chemical Industrial Center
In 1953, .Allied Chemical and Dye Corporation erected a
$3,000,000 plant on Kennewiclc Port land to produce nitric acid
on contract for A.E.C. in Richland.

'lhe key, however, for the

chemical industry was the laying of a 300,000,000 cubic foot
per day capacity natural gas pipeline into this area in 1956
from the San Juan Basin of New ~ico.

That same year, a

$15,000,000 plant was built east of Kennewick by Phillips
Pacific Chemical Company.

It uses the natural gas pipeline

as a production material source.

It ha.s a capacity of pro-

ducing two hundred tons of anyh;ydrous ammonia a day.
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'!his Phillips plant then attracted other chemical plants.
In 1957, a Gas-Ice Corporation, a comparatively snall plant,

was built to utilize a vented waste gas from the Phillips plant.
It nroduces carbon dioxide and dry ice.

Shortly thereaf'ter,

Kerley Chemical Corporation was built nearby.

It uses the anhy-

drous ammonia produced by Phillips and combines it with sulphur
and a catalyst to form nitro-sul, an agricultural fertilizer.
In 1959, the California Spray Chemical Corporation entered

its first phase of operations by beginning construction of a
$5,000,000 fertilizer division.

One highly contributing factor

in its chosen location on the Port District's Hedges site was
tha.t it contracted for 120 tons daily of the Phillips anhydrous
ammonia.

This plant hopes to be in operation sometime in 1960.

The second phase of construction is to include an insecticide
division, producing products with the Ortho label.
So Kennewick has already established itself as the chemicalindustrial center for Ea.stern Washington.

The Kenne~ick Port

District is constantly working on the development of new construction sites, and advertising them to industries throughout the
21
United States.

21
May

.
InterTiew with John NeUUW!ln, Port District Vian.ager,

16, 1959.

CHAPTER V

RICHLAND, THE ATOMIC CITY
So far, in this stu~y, we have seen how two of the three

In both cases,

cities, Pasco and Kennewick, have developed.

the Northern .1:acific Railway w-as a major factor in the founding
and later development of the cities.

Richland was different.

The railroad ha.d little or nothing to contribute to the founding
of Richland, or to its later development.
no railroad within its city limits.

Richland still has

(Figure 5.5).

It was not

until 1950 that a ten-mile spur track was built to connect the
Hanford project with mainline railroads from the south.

Richland

depended entirely on irrigated agriculture, so wagon roads and
paved highways were sufficient to haul the fruit and vegetable
crops to the rail.

Before the advent of motor vehicles, mail

was delivered to Richland via a mail boat (Figure 56), which
made two trips from Kennewick each day.

Until about 1915,

horse-drawn wagons hauled the fruit and vegetable crops to
warehouses on the rail lines at Kennewick.

later, trucks

transported the mail and agricultural produce.
The Rosencrance Homestead
The present site of Richland, located on the peninsula
at the confluence of the Yakima and Columbia Rivers {Figure .57),
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The mail boat, Una.till.a Flyer.
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Fig. 57. Site of Richland. This photograph.
looking north, shows the Yakima River in the
foreground and the OolumlSia River in the
background on the right.

was the farm home for a young couple who homesteaded here.
Benjamin Jesse Rosencrance and Mary Hesket Rosencrance moved
on their homestead in 1888.

Before this time, they operated

a stock ranch and stage coach station across the river at what
is now known as the Richland "Y".

Since the federal homestead

laws required that they live on the land, they moved on their
1,700 acre homestead and built a house near the present lewis
and Clark school.

The homestead laws provided for a timber

claim in all sections of the country; so, in this semi-arid
desert region, they dug willews from thA river bank and set
them out to establish timber rights.

The Rosencrances filed

timber, desert, mineral, and pre-emption claims, and thus
were able to secure a large tract of land.
By

1894, Rosencrance decided to irrigate his land.

He

built a thirty-two feet high irrigation wheel on the Yakima
River on a section line directly south of the present Kadlec
Hosnital.
to 1904.

(Figure S8).

This wheel was in operation from 1894

It lifted 320 gallons of water to near its full height

at each revolution and sent it on its way through a flume to
the farmland.

Although there was great difficulty in raising

and lowering the wheel before and after flood ti.me, the wheel
diverted enough water to irrigate over a thousand acres.

This

factor was the key in the development of farmland and the settlement by other farmers.
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J'ig.

58. The Roaencrance Water Wheel.

This is a photograph of a painting by

O. Koon of Kennewick.
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Richland as a Fruit Town
In 1904, the Rosencrances sold their land to Howard Amon,

who platted it into a tollll.

He advertised a contest for the

naming of the town, and the oldest Rosencrance daughter, Althea,

won a lot in the new city (where the village theater now stands)
for naming it Richland, describing the land which had once been
barren >'lastes.

~l\mon organized the Benton County ,vater Compan,y

and built a canal six miles long, kno~n as the lowline ditch,
with a capacity to irrigate

3,Soo

acres.

Since the normal flow

on the canal could produce 300 horsepower, he also constructed
a pewer and light company on the canal which could operate during
the irrigation season.

Since almost all capital for development

was provided by this one man, the community park (Figure 59)
was named Amon Park.

Today it is slightly enlarged and is

called Riverside Park.
A private firm, the Horn Rapids Irrigation Comoany, with

hand equipment and horses, built i'lhat is known as the highline
ditch.

This ditch included about twenty miles of canals and

about twenty miles of pipelines and laterals.

(Figure 60).

The building of this irrigation system brought the first construction crew to the city.

Richland was isolated from the flo~ of

westward population, because the flow of traffic ~ent along the
more easily traveled south side of the Yakima River.

As a

promotionary measure, two autos went to the Kennewick Railway

J'ig.

59.

.Amon Park.
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A remnant of the highline ditch.

This was one of the major factors in the

eatabli'rlQDent and developnent of Early
Richland.1

Station each day to recruit construction workers and prospective
farm families for Richland.

Those that came were pleased with

the sight of the abundant fruit crops which this area was already
producing.

Some of the people secured jobs picking the fruit

(Figure 61) during their first season in Richland.
By

April

4,

1910, Richland became an incorporated city.

At the time of incorporation, the Twin-City Reporter, Pasco
newspaper, described the to>'fll like this:

"This town has three

church organizations - lll.theran, Methodist, and Christian.
Three general merchandise stores, of which one, Richland Trading
Company, also carries a line of furniture.

It has a hardware

store, drugstore, bank, meat market, restaurant, barber shop,
livery stable, lumber yards, and three hotels."
In 1919, veterans of World ,{ar I who desired hon,esteads,

settled along the narrow strip of Columbia Valley land north
of Richland.

The land was still available for homesteading in

1919 because the first settlers in this area did not choose to
live in such a remote desert land of the United States.

Farmers

of the area organized the Richland Irrigation Company in 1919.
'llley bought out the interests o:.' the Horn Rapids Irrigation
Company and proceeded to bring water to approximately 5,000
acres by constructing new canals, repairing old ones, and by
installing a steam pump along the Columbia River.
By

1942, Richland still was a small village with a

-
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61. Workers of Early Richland assembling
to enter the strawberry fields. This photograph
was taken at the site of the present ~ Richland Public Librarr.
Fig.

population of 247 living near its shaded center, close to the
downtown nucleus of stores.

Each store owner also did some

farming as a sideline business.

(Figure 62).

The village was

entirely dependent upon an agricultural industry of the surrounding community of about another 1,000 people.

The important

fruit and vegetable crops gro~ here were cherries, apricots,
grapes, peppermint, asparagus, and strawberries.

Since the

village adequately served the population in that vicinity at
that time, there was no promotional activity for increase in
size.

The people were sa.tisfied to remain an agricultural

community in a relatively isolated location.

But their way of

life and the natural use of the land were entirely interrupted
by a cultural rather than a natural force.
The Removal of Early Richland
Because a boundary of secrecy could be provided, and there
was an abundance of cool water, the U.S. Government chose to
build an atomic industry in this area.

On

:Yarch 6, 1943, under

the War Po ,rers Act, an order of possession, a form of condemnation,
was issued for all the land in the area that ~as to be acquired.
The days of the natural use of this land, as an s.gricultural area,
were over.

The village could no longer exist as a fruit and

vegetable center.
of land.

The government sought title to 428,000 acres

A total of 189,000 acres were to be leased, and 41,000

more acres were to be placed under restrictive agreement.

The

9'7

J'ig. 62• .A. residence along the ma.in street of
larly Richland. Moat residents diTectly contributed to the agricultural econQQ';!

whole area sought by Hanford Engineer Works also included the
towns of Hanford {population 100) and thite Bluffs (population
200), each about twenty miles apart along the Columbia River.
This was war time, and secrecy of operation was of utmost
importance.

Plans were to use Richland as a site for a permanent

city and Hanford as a construction camp.

Although some farmers

were permitted to finish out the crop season of 1943, many moved

earlier.

Most of them sought housing in already-crowded Kenne-

wick and Pasco.

Richland was immediately disincorporated to

maintain secret operations, and it becarre the biggest village
in the state.
The Hanford Project
;Jhy did the population have to be displaced?

this project?

lhat was

Although no one was told the reason at the time,

scientists had discovered something 500,000 times as powerful
as TNT.

Plutonium had been produced in an atomic reactor, or

pile, under the athletic stadium at the University of Chicago.
So it was decided to repeat this process in huge reactors at

the Hanford Plant, and produce plutonium on a larger scale.
This did not offer a great deal of support for an initial investment of

$J5o,ooo,ooo,

further experiments.

but circumstances did not permit

There -;fere signs that Germ.any was moving

fast in the field of atomic research, and the nation which won
the race would probably ~in the war.

QQ
..,
./

What were the factors which made the government officials
choose this area? First, they needed a good power source, and
they found it in the Bonneville and Coulee Power Systems.

Second,

a steady supply of pure, cold water was necessary for the cooling
of the graphite in the proposed reactors.
provided this.

The Columbia River

Third., geologists showed that waste water from

the reactors could be pumped out on the sandy desert, a natural
filter bed, and return to the river by seepage.

Thus the river

would not be contaminated with radioactive particles.

Fourth,

this undulating table land, seventy-nine per cent of which was
a desolate region of gray sand, gray-green sagebrush, and dried
water courses would provide plenty of space for the reactors to
be in separate areas without removing too many people.

The

Columbia River on the east and the desert on the west would
provide a boundary of security so necessary in this war time.
Fifth, the climatic conditions in this area for the speed of
construction was needed.
or mud.

Workers would not be hampered by rain

Sixth, the number of residents who had to be evacuated

was at a rninimum compared with what might be necessary at other
sites.

Although t·tfenty-one per cent of the area was in farm

land, the area averaged only 2.2 persons per square mile.

The

cost of the land was generally less than it would be in other
areas.

Goverrnnent appraisers offered a flat rate of $150 per

acre for all irrigated land.

Many landowners took their cases
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to court, and all that did received from fifty per cent to one
hundred per cent more for their land.
Although this study does not name the Hanford Construction
Camp in its title, one cannot begin to understand the factors
which caused the development of Richland, or the Tri-Cities,
without this background knowledge.

The layout for the present

city of Richland and the building of Hanford occurred simultaneously.

Hanford was the construction camp and Richland was

the city built with an expected permanency of at least five
years.

So we shall consider Hanford first.
Facilities had to be constructed to house and serve

39,050 workers.

Temporary hutments and barracks filled this

need after three months of construction.

In the same area,

6,390 trailers, the largest trailer camp in the history of the
world, cared for another 12,000 workers and their families.
This construction camp of some 51,000 people was five times
larger than any gold camp of the early West.
To keep a working force of some 45,000 people on an area
of the world where people don't ordinarily choose to live, required great recruitment efforts.

'Ihe Manhattan Project worked

with the W!lr Manpower Commission and the U.S. Employment Service
in an elaborate recruitment program that extended all through

the construction period.

Recruited workers were to receive

railroad coach fare of up to $100 from the point of recruitment
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to Pasco, provided that they worked four months and their
attendance was satisfactory.

If they worked an added three

months, they would receive return fare.

22

Now, one can easily

understand the problems which Pasco had during this construction
period.
Advantages stressed by the recruiters were that the rent
of $1.40 per week included janitor service, and there was all
the food you could eat, served in family style.

,,mile meat wa.s

rationed in other parts of the United States, the construction
workers were served meat twice a day.

This was deemed necessary

to satisfy the people and to keep the ~orkers from leaving their
jobs.
Even though this was a glutton's paradise, there still
was not enough incentive for some of the people to stay in this
area.

Over 8,500 pieces of major construction equipment (if

lined up, would stretch for more than thirty-five miles) were
moving some 25,000,000 cubic yards of earth.
plentiful, and so was the wind.

'Ihe s 1.lllshine was

After a desert sand storm,

nicknamed termination wind, as many as 600 workers quit their
jobs on a single day.

Over 150,000 people had to be recruited

and hired to keep a working force of less than 50,000 during
these seventeen months of construction.

Workers who were for-

tunate enough to find living quarters in Pasco and Kennewick
were not bothered as much by the dust storms.
22

The Atomic Energy Commission, Hanford.

The wind direction
November 1,1955.
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is generally south or south~est.

Thus, the loose earth, moved

by construction equipment, blew in a north or northeasterly
direction, away from these cities.
Jith such a procession of people coming and going, it is
not hard to imagine that the post office was in a state of confusion.

"There was never a bigger general delivery section in

any post office in the United States ••• From June to December
of 1943, the post office was moved five times to add to the confusion.

Finally, one was built with twelve general delivery

windows (250 separations per window), five money order windows,
and a huge lobby. 1123
Even while camp officials were doing everything they could
to keep this working force on the desert, morale was quite low
at times.

Workers demanded more recreational facilities, or

they threatened to quit the project en masse.

Because of the

secrecy, they didn't kno~ what their work was accomplishing
anyway, so they were in a position to demand.

"A Washington

high brass decided that something must be done for morale, and
gave the order.
time.

A $1,000,000 auditorium was put up in ten days'

Searthlights played over the project at night, and workers

swarmed over it twenty-four hours a day. 11 24

More than 4,000

persons were dancing in the big building in June, 1944, on the
twelfth night after ground-breaking.

As an added incentive for

staying on the desert, famous name bands such as Ted Weems,

23 columbia Basin News (Pasco, Wash.),
24Tacoma News Tribune (Tacoma,

Wash. ) ,

6, 1958.
March 13, 19 49 •

May
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Kay Kai::-er, and Curt Sykes performed here during the short three
months o:f the building's use.
tive to stay, for some.

But even this was not enough incen-

'Ihe Hanford ~orks Employees Association

received and spent $360,000 in its short life to please the workers.
Ball diamonds (Figure 63), with bleachers capable of holding

4,000 persons, were built, and other recreational activities were
proVided.
To further realize the magnitude of this great project
on the desert, the declassified A.E.C. statistics show this:
The building of Hanford required 780,000 yards of concrete.
More than 160 million board feet of lumber was used.
enough to build a five foot solid board fence

5,000

That's
miles long,

or from San Francisco to Tokyo, if that were possible.

At this

project, 158 miles of railroads were laid, connecting with the
Milwaukee Road rail line at the northern edge of the reservation.
(Figure 9).
The building of Hanford and its continued operation is
by far the most important single factor in the development of
the Tri-Cities.
area.

It brought the population boom for the entire

di.th the population, came the development of more adequate

highway transportation, service type businesses, and most of the
problems of expansion which any rapidly developing area faces.
The first of the three reactors began operating in
September, 1944.

The initial construction had been completed

lo4

Jl!g. 63; .&. Hanford :Baseball Diamond. Recreation
facilities had to be provideid to ksep the working
force ih this desert region;1
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and the area had to be evacuated.

The isolated area was necessary

in case of any accident at the reactors.

This type of reactor

could not explode in the atomic bomb sense, but in case of an
enem;r air attack, earthquake, or some other calamity, the surrounding immediate area could become dangerously radioactive.
Today, only the criss-cross paved streets and the concrete
footings reveal the place where the largest construction camp
in history once stood.

camp the

11

Various ,n-iters have called the Hanf'ord

empress of the ephemerida, 11 or 11 princess of the

plectoptera," which describes certain insects which appear at
some seasons in great swarms and then fade from existence in
a few hours or days.
DuPont Control of Richland
Private industries were asked to take over construction
for this project.

For the first five years, the E. I. DuPont

Company was awarded the contract.

G. A. Pherson of Spokane

was drafted to plan the city of Richland, which :was to house
and accommodate 15,000 people for a five-year period.

Half of

the Nelson and Dam grocery store (Figure 64) became the first
draftsman's office.

A sub-contractor set up offices in the

old Grange Hall and put crews to work excavating the first of
2,,00 basements on the corner.of ~hat is now '!hayer Drive and
,•/illiams Boulevard.

Buildings in Pasco were used for other
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Jig. 64. Site JJf the !Tel son and Dam Grocery
Store. The Stauffer Studio now occupies the
building, the upper story having been removed.
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office and warehouse space.

Office workers were housed in the

spare rooms, basements, and back porches of Pasco and Kennewick.
By

July of 1943, the first tenants moved in, caravan style,

from the al'11\Y trailer

C211lp

in Pasco.

The first order of develop-

ment of the town was to get the houses up so that more workers
could come.

All of this went on simultaneously with the construc-

tion in the mysterious Hanford .Engineer '!ilorks.

Bulldozers were

moV:i.ng the once good farm soil, laying out the first of 55.2 miles
of streets.

Heaps of concrete bathtubs arrived and were stacked

gauntly in piles along the main roads.

Roof trees of

11

A" houses,

"B" houses, and "F" houses stood in piles, waiting for their
underpinning.

The terrain was rapidly being changed by man,

but not fast enough.

Families from every state in the country

crone to the area and filled every available housing facility.
Vtben housing :1as gone, they camped anywhere a bit of shade was
available - mostly along the rivers. Since there was no manna
to be found in this desert area, food was a big problem.

"iilile

the men were busy working behind the mysterious barricade, housewives followed the pattern of earlier pioneers and spent their

time foraging for food.

Milk and meat were available at the

one grocery store until it was gone.

'lhen, the stores in

Kennewick offered the next closest supply.

On

December

24,

Transient Quarters (Figure 6:a)was opened, and shortly thereafter
the luckiest men got rooms in the first men's dormitory, J-5.
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Jllg. 65&. Transient Quarters, now called the
Desert Inn Hotel. It is still the 01117 hotel

in Richland·
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{Figure

6Sb). Soon afterward, new tenants looked out on the

fabulous view from the section along the Columbia River, soon
labeled Snob Nob, now called the Gold Coast.

It

1'1BS

so named

because the residents here were those who had the highest-paying
jobs, and received first priority for the choice location.
In February of

1944, some street pattern began

from the construction of the city.

11

An,

"B", 11 c11 ,

to develop

and "D" Streets

changed to '!hayer, McPherson, Marshall, and Williams, in honor
of past

Army

engineers.

Kosciusko, proud name though it was,

proved too much of a sticlder for its residents to spell, and
was changed to Farrell Lane.
4as terriffic.

During this time the soil erosion

Man had tampered with nature, and the land laid

bare by the mass excavations, swirled to the skies in the worst
dust storms this area had ever known.

Busses put on lights

and stopped by the side of the road because of impossible visibility.

Children dug in the dust piles, as they illatched trucks

chugging by with the first 1,800 pre-fab houses.

AB spring

turned to summer, there began the largest mass planting by
amateur gardeners in history.

Instructions and bags of seed

were delivered to all houses, and the era of sprinkling began.
The desert was a blooming green again.
Thlring the summer of 1944, the downtown business section
developed around the original nucleus of stores.

'.l.'he new post

office {Figure 66) had been built and mail delivery service began.
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Yig 651>.I .A. section of the domitories. A
heating plant (smokestack left of center)
provides for all buildings in this 700 .A.rea.
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66.

The Richland Poat Office.
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Fewer requests and complaints came to the Tenant Service, which
was the landlord, city council, information center, and friendin-need to everyone.

Although there were complaints of asparagus

pushing up through some pre-fab floors, the residents were becoming
more accustomed to living in this area which once had been valuable
25
farm land.
W:len the war ended in August of 1945, there was a great
deal of uncertainty about Richland's future.

Originally, the

atomic plant had been considered a wartine project only.

About

4,ooo frame homes had been built in Richland.
The E. I. Du.Pont Company asked to be relieved from the
responsibility for the operation of the Hanford Works and for
the control of Richland.

Under provisions of its contract, DuPont

made a profit of one dollar for the building of the construction
camp, the industrial plants, and the city of Richland.

The desert

land had been changed to an artificial usefulness.
General Electric Control of Richland
When General Electric Company took over on September 1,
1946, it allowed everybody who wanted to, to change quarters and
make a move.

There was a grand scramble of house changing.

Project forces also were painting all the houses.

During the

war years, project houses all wore the same battle dress.

25Th.e Villager (RichlBnd, Wash.), September 3, 1945.
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Expansion, not retrenchment, was the program presented
to the General Electric Company by the newly-formed Atomic
Energy Connnission.

Three reactors and separations plants had

been built and were all in operation except for one separation
plant.

It was already outmoded.

Now, plans for five new

reactors and plant facilities were drawn.

An

additional 1,0,000

acres of land were bought to expand to the five new acres.

Thia

brought the size of the Hanf'ord Atomic Reservation to 647 square
miles.
Housing again became critical as Richland tried to make
ready for the anticipated increase of 10,000 people.

J. Gordon

Turnbull, one of our nation's outstanding construction engineers,
drew up the m3ster plan which would consider expansion for
Richland to 25,000, with the provision for ultimately going to
a population

or 3,,ooo.

while this new construction project took shape, recruitment workers were again on the road, on a smaller scale than
for the original Hanford Construction Camp.

In order to induce

this new population to come to Richland, a semi-welfare state
of living conditions was offered.

Extremely low hous:ing rentals

were offered, and free community services were almost unbelievable.
During 1947, no Richland householder was permitted to do so much
as to replace a fuse.

An

electrician came to correct the situation.

The government assumed complete control.

Top wages, of course,

1],3

was the greatest incentive for recruitment.

In 1954, for

example, the average income for each Richland worker was $5,700,
while the average family income in the United States was $3, 700.
Even with these incentives to live in Richland, many
residents sang the termination-wind blues.
took their places.

Some left.

others

In 1947-1948, a desperate attempt was made

to combat the desert wind.

A

five-mile long shelter belt

(Figure 67) of 22,000 trees was planted around the west and south
sides of the city, this being the predominant wind direction.
'tilen Richland was first planned on a five year perillcl.nency,

only one of each type of retail store bes.ides grocery was permitted in the downtown shopping district.

Since there was no

competition, prices had to be rigidly controlled.

iii.th the

population steadily increasing daily, the shops were overtaxed
and long lines were fonned at the one service station and the
one 16-chair barber shop.

It became evident that the town's

three-year old business district would have to be more than
doubled to adequately serve the residents.

In the original

city plan, the business district could serve the 15,000 people
for which it was designed.

But now the district couldn't grow

extensively because it was hennned in by the light industry area,
a residential area, the Columbia River, and the Town Square.
But, more retail stores were needed for the increased population.
So the city planners decided to take a bold step.

They selected
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Jlg.i 67. The shelter belt south and weat
of Richland. !rb1 a baa done much to combat

win4 erosion. 1
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a vacant area several blocks north of the existing business
district to be the site of the new one.
the residential area.

This was away from

This new commercial area was the scene

of heavy construction and earth moving in the summer of 1948.
A small stream (Figure

68) that wandered approximately through

the center of the area was diverted into a huge concrete culvert.,

S feet

x 6 feet and 3,252 feet long.

The first of the fifty retail stores opened in 1949.
Adequate parking facilities, and advertising by the Uptown
Merchants Association have caused some downtown stores to close.
(Figure 69).

"In 1953, the business volume in Richland hit the

$25,000,000 mark.

Richlanders had a per capita spendable income

of $1,113, and the per capita spending was $925.

'lhe 200 Richland

merchants in the two shopping areas and five neighborhood areas
did a business of $35.07 per square foot of store space. 11

26

'.lhe Columbia River was one of the major factors in the
location of the Hani'ord Atomic Works, and consequently, Richland.
It was this same river which almost destroyed Richland in 1948.
For several days during that June, all building operations behind
the Hanford barricade stopped while the bulldozers and trucks
constructed the dike which did ss.ve the village.

But the flood

washed out thirty-five miles of primary state and county roads.
A contract had already been let in May of 1948 to build

26Yakima Herald, (Yakima, Wash.), June 22, 1954.

- 116 ,

<-

>
z

UI
<D

J'ig. 68. The stream which flows under the
Uptown Richland- shopping district.
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Jig;! 69. A. portion of Downtown Richland.
The Variety Store pictured could not meet
the ca:npeti tion of Uptown Richland. so 1 t
was iYa.cated.
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a wider high,,1ay to ease the overcro11ded high..vay conditions between
Richland and Kennewick.
faster.

The June flood brought action a little

To alleviate the desperate situation, the first project

was for the A.E.C. to construct a four-lane highway from
Kennewick to the Richland nyn.

This meant the acquisition of

a right-of-way on higher ground to prevent further inundation
by the Columbia River.

This ne;i highway, the first four-lane

highway in Southeastern Nashington, created a strip of land between the new highway and the river (Figure 70), now known as
Columbia Park.

The second project Nas the construction of a

road bed and four-lane highNay twelve feet above high ~ater
level from the "Y" to Richland.

(Figure 71).

This twelve-foot

fill had to be hauled in to prevent future road inundation here
at the mouth of the Yakima River.
The two-lane county bridge across the Yakima River to
Richland served the tom1 when agriculture was its economy, but
it .-Ias entirely incapable of handling the traffic for the atomic
workers.

The A.E.C. first added a two-lane wooden piling bridge

in 1947, and later replaced it with a Bailey (Ar:nw type) bridge
for temporary use.

By

the end of 1951, the tra£fic problem

of the crossing of the natural barrier, the Yakima River, had
been solved.

A

760-foot bridge (Figure 72) had been built at a

cost of $472,606.

A year earlier the river had been spanned

by the railroad bridge on the spur line to the Northern Pacific.
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Jig;! 70. Ooli:mbia Park. The five mile
atrip of land between the l.i-lane highWrq
and the Columbia River is the park area.
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11g. 71. The elevated roadbed. The remains
of the Ol~bell l3arn Tavern stand at the
level of the old road.
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ll'ig. 7~~ The bridges across the Yakima
River. 1 They helped to relieve traffic
problems.
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This line took the pla.ce of some of the truck traffic on the
highway, thus relieving congestion.
Disposal of Richland
All but 1.,000 of the 6,056 homes in Richland have been
built under government contract, and were under the control of
the General Electric Compaey.

Under the Iiilerry Act of 1952.,

these 1.,000 homes were permitted to be built by t.-ro private firms.
By

1949, General Electric had begun, step by step., to

gradually take the residents off the wartime paternal system of
operation., and to get the residents to assume the normal responsibilities of city living.

It was no longer necessary to offer

all the bonuses of almost free living conditions.
be a more settled and stable conmrunity.

all they could get.

It began to

But, the people wanted

vllen the item of coal was taken off the

free list., residents heated their homes with their ovens or
electric heaters because electricity was still free.

Since

it was easier than using the ditches, all irrigating of lawn
and gardens was done with city water.
their irrigation water run constantly.

Most Richlanders let
But, the

day

when water

meters went into operation, 1-,ater consumption in the city was
cut approximately in half.

By

1950, the bonuses of free coal,

telephone, lights, :furniture, and services were no longer considered necessary.

Despite balloting of about three to one against home
o-.mership, and a vote by: a narro\ier margin against self-government, the United States Congress passed a bill providing for
the disposal of Richland and Oak Ridge, Tennessee.

'Ihe disposal

bill gave Richlanders five years from August l, 1955 to take
over the town's facilities and government.

Government subsidies

promise to be continued for another ten years to keep the level
of community services so that recruitment of more atomic workers
won•t be hampered.
Lilen the Federal Housing Authority appraisers published

the prices of the homes, nearly 7,900 persons signed petitions
saying that they would move from Richland before they would buy
their homes at the announced prices.
not the "California of the Northwest 11 •

To them, this area was
Their major complaint

was that the Federal Housing Authority used Pasco and Kennewick
prices in reaching their price decisions.

No deductions were

made for the one-industry angle of consideration.
In October of 1956, another appraisal was made by a
private firm.

Such things as the morale of the workers and

the one-industry nature or the town was to be considered.

The

congressional disposal bill called for a minimum disruption ot
~orking personnel.

The first choices for buying residenced were

given to present occupants.

By

September of 1958, over ninety

per cent of the houses were sold.

Priority holders were able
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to buy at twenty-five per cent under a lower appraisal price,
with two discounts made available to them.

One discount nas

to recognize the age of the houses and the unique nature of the
development of the town, and the other discount was in lieu of
indemnification against the closing of the Hanford plant.
Since the families had rented the houses, they had little
incentive for :improvement. projects until the houses were their

own.

At once there were new rooms, fireplaces, swim.ming pools,

garages, and carports built.

The first stone a1d brick homes

in the city began to be built on vacant lots a.nd north of the

city.

(Figure 73).
Richland as a Re-Incorporated Citl
Wlile the giant disposal sale was still under-.,;ay, petitions

were filed with the Benton County Commission asking for a special
election on incorporation.

This was held on July 15, 1958, and

incorporation carried by a four-to-one margin.

Richland became

the eleventh largest city in the state of Washington.
In 1959, the city is having its problems and joys of
writing city ordinances, moving into the new city hall (Figure 74),
and gradual)$ assuming the duties and obligations of selfgovernment.

One problem it faces is quite familiar to them, but

was always taken care of by someone else.
using space to the best advantage.

It is a problem of

They need to make accommo-

dations for more than 2,000 new workers.

Yes, Richland is booming
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ftg. 73. New housing developnents north ~f
Bichland• s ci tT limits. !l.'he remains of a
cherrJ orchard are in the foregroand.

MAY 1959

11g.· 74. The Richland City Hall. The u. s.
Congress appropriated $2,215,000 for this
building and other city improvfJplSnta to
give the new city a good start~

J:23

in construction again.

The U.S. Government has authorized the

building of the ninth Hanford reactor, and the first phase of
construction is in progress •
...rest Richland
West Richland, considered a part of the Tri-City area,
may be considered one of the suburbs of Richland.

'When Richland

expanded in 1948, some of the newcomers had the fond desire to
mm their otm land and property, and desperately needed a place

to live.

So

they went four miles west of Richland, across the

Yakima River off government land, and began their own little
village.

(Figure 75).

In 1949, ,fest Richland had an estimated

1,000 people, and new businesses were springing up.

But after

the first sudden spurt, its growth slowed measurably and the
effects of the boom and bust construction time at the Hanford
plant caused a sharp decline in population.

A greenhouse,

filling station, realty firm, gift itlop, and motel had been
opened as coJ1DT1ercial endeavors and were continued.

1.i!st Richland

continues to be a residential area for Richlanders who prefer
country living.
The Richland 11Y11
During the time of Hanford construction, temporary housing
and trailer camps were built up all along Highway 410 between
Richland and Kennewick.

The heaviest concentration of this housing
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l'ig.

75.

West R:l.chland. This photograph,

looking east, shows the scattered villa&9
settlement of those Richland workers who
preferred to own their own homes.
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was at the junction of the Richland highway and Highway 410
three miles south of Richland and siX miles north.rest of Kennewick.
This "Y" was said to be the largest American community without
a name.

Although Kenrich and Port Atom were suggested, the

place was never incorporated.

'!he eluster or businesses con-

tinued to be called the Richland ny 11 (Figure 76), and the area
east of this is called Island View.

Mostly low-class houses

and vacated huts (Figure 77) are found in this residential area •
..nten the new highway overpass was built, much of the trade for
the businesses was cut off.
North Richland
'!he development of North Richland is another story of a
boom and bust construction camp.

lilen the construction of the

five reactor acres was begun under General FJ.ectric Company control, there was no room in Richland for the construction workers.
The people were not permitted on the reservation, so an area
directly south of the barricade, five miles north of Richland,
became the new construction camp.
Cre~s constructed another trailer camp site on 160 acres
of desert sand surrounding a four acre apricot orchard.

,,k)oden

canopies (Figure 78) were built to shield.the trailers from the
hot sun.

Streets were paved and water mains were laid, getting

ready for the population.

After the trailers arrived from every

one of the forty-eight states, the residents were provided with
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Fig. 77.1 Typical residencae
Ialanl View.
At one time, during Hanford construction
~ s fr<ID 1943 to 1955. workers were conaid-

Jig. 78. _Trailer canopies iri North Richland.

good topsoil and grass seed to make this trailer camp on the
desert one of the most beautiful ever known.

1he trailers

could not accommodate all of the 10,000 population.

The last

remnant of the w-artime Hanford Construction Camp, 132 barracks,
was moved to the new area.

Trucks hauled in 200 houses from

the :9remerton Ship Yards Camp.

other crews moved the 86-bed

hospital and forty-six 2-story barracks buiJ.ding on to barges
and towed them up the Columbia four miJ.es from the Pasco Naval
Air Station, and lowered them into position on foundations
already prepared.

(Figure 79).

North Richland had only one grade school, which served
also as a community center for the population.

This John Ball

School (Figure 60) was a unique ex~le of desert construction,
where space is nlentiful.

Along both sides of a main corridor,

quonset classrooms were attached as they were needed.

Construc-

tion of the building stopped when the corridor was 640 feet
long.

By

operating on half-day shifts, it could accommodate

the 920 pupils.
By

19SO, the 518th Anti-Aircraft Battalion arrived from

Fort lewis to protect the reactor areas from possible air attack.
The barracks area ~as taken over and North Richland became
Camp Hanford.

Civilian population decreased rapidly as construc-

tion was completed.

Its usefulness as a city was over.

With

the coming of the Nike missiles and the jet air base at ¥10ses lake,
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1ig.l 79. Barracks buildings in North Richland.
The buildings, now being removed, were barged
acroas the Cplumbia River from the Pasco Naval
Air Station.1
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J'J.g. 80. John l3all Grade School in North
Ri"chland. It now serves as a meashall for
Camp Hanford.

1;:;9

even the Arrrry population dwindled.

Toda,y, many of the buildings

are being removed or demolished., and there are less than 1.,000
Army

personnel left at the camp.

Streets and fireplugs (Figure 81).,

now overgrown with the typical thistle vegetation, mark site of the
construction camp of North Richland.
In this Richland area., then, we see that man's decisions

greatly influence land use.

Man

has changed the natural use of

the soil, that of irrigated farm land, to an artificial use,
the atomic plant.

Nhen man disrupted the natural land use, a

serious complication - wind erosion - was the result.

Under

these conditions, it was difficult to develop an urban center
on land which we.s not destined by Nature to support such a
population.

lJO

DEC 1958

Fig. 81. Site of the North Richland trailer
camp. Streets and fireplugs (c~ter) mark
an area once densely populated;I Natural
vegetation is returning graduall;,.

CHAPTER VI

SUMMARY AND PROSPECT

Summary
The Tri-Cities, Pasco, Kennewick, and Richland, Washington
are all located within a radius of seven miles in the Southeastern
section of the state, at the southern edge of the Columbia Basin,
near the confluence of the Yakima and Snake Rivers with the Coluro.bia River. The Cascade Mountains on the west, the Blue Mountains
on the east,

e.nd

the Canadian Rockies on the north make this a semi•

arid desert region where irrigation is necessary for agriculture in
the valley areas.
This study shows that the development of the Tri-Ci ties has
gone by spurts rather than a gradual increase. The development of
each city has been a story of a boom period and a leveling off and
adjustment, another boom and the necessar;;t adjustments to it. The
railroads, highways, irrigation projects, and federal government
installations have been the major factors in development.
The largest single factor in the rapid development of the
three cities since World War II, was the construction, operation,
and expansion of the Atomic Energy Commission• s Hanford Works. Richland, the small village based on an econorn,y of irrigated agriculture,
has been displaced by Richland, the pe:rr.nanent city for employees of
Hanford Works. Because the Hanford Atomic Reservation was a restricted
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area, commercial agricultu.....-e in the Richland Grea has entirely d.isa~peared. From 1943 to 1958, Richland was entirely under federal
goverl11'!lent control. During this time, all development in Richland
was controlled by the government. It was this factor, the construction and maintenance of the atomic plant, which brought about the
consideration of these tnree cities as one Tri-City metropolitan
area.
The three rivers, Columbia, Snal~e, end Yakima, have been the
greatest natural factor in Tri-City develo:pment. Pasco and Kennewick
both had their origin as railroad tenninal points during bridge construction across the Columbia River. This river was also a contributing
factor in the choice for the Hanford Atomic Plant. The consistent
amount of :pure, cold water was necessary for cooling the reactors.
Until the building of the atomic :plant, the development of
Pasco depended entirely on the growth of the Northern Pacific Railway
and the Seattle, Portland, and Spokane RaJ.lwc:w. This growth depended
upon the develo:r,ment of the agricultural hinterland. The city of Pasco
functioned as a transportation and distribution center for these agricultural ,roducts. The Columbia Basin Project has been a major factor
in increased business vol1une.
During World War I!, the federal govorn=:.ent installations,
Pasco Maval Air Station, Little Pasco Su:i::,ly Depot, and Big Pasco
Reconsignment Depot added to the population and economy of the Tri-

.L_))

Cities. Since

1945,

the population of construction workers on

f ea.eral dam projects has found a..>1 unusu.al })ermanency in this
area. With their homes in these cities, they have been in close
enough proximity to work on McNary Dam, Priest Rapids Dam, Chandler Dam, and John Day Dam, all located witDin a radius of forty
miles.
A hinterland of dryland wheat farming on the Horse Heaven
Plateau and irrigated agriculture in the valley contributed to the
development of Kennewick. As the fannine industry grew, so did the
urban area of Kennewick. The constriction of the Hanford Atomic
Plant, however, placed emphasis on the increased interdependence
of all three cities. Kennewick became t11e major dormitory city for
eJTI.Dloyees who could not find housing facilities in Richland. The
natural gas line from the San Juan :Basin in New Uexico was laid
through this area in

1956. This was the key factor in the establish-

ment of chemical plants near Kennewick, making it the leading chemical center for this part of the state.!
The federal government holds the key for further development
of the cities. Depending upon government q~propriations, water will
be pumped to irrigate more land, dam developments will improve navigation on the rivers, and construction of new atomic reactors will
continue to affect the development of the urban centers. Increased
develOl)ment, then, depends directly UDOn the actions of the United
States Government.

Prospect
The continued development of the Tri-City area depends
aJ.most entirely on the continued ap~ropriations of the federal
government. If the scientists should discover a more econonrl.cal
Wa:f to produce plutonium, or if sO!':lething more powerful than

atomic energy should be discovered, Richland would have no reason
to exist, and many of the residents of Kennewick and Pasco would
have to seek new occupations. If the federal government would decide that it aJ.ready has too much a.gricul tural surplus and that
reclamation projects are not necessary, the construction of dams
on the rivers would be halted. This would not only affect the
development of agriculture, but the industrial prospect would be
considerably dimmer. The prospect, however, at this time is not
so gloomy, since the trend of govern.uent actions has been favorable
toward this area in the :past two decades.
Agricul tura~ P~9..~
Proposed irrigation prospects (1"'ig. 82) indeed look bright.
The Colu.~bia Easin Project includes more than 186,0CO acres under
irrigation at the present time. According to the pl~n of the Eure3u
of Reclamation, 70,000 acres are to be dcvelcped annually until the
entire 1,096,000 acre project is cor.rrplete. In March of 1959, the
federaJ. governrJent released a portion of the Hanford Atomic Reservation for irrigation development. :Becauce of its location, Pasco
has been and probably will continue to be most affacted by Columbia
:Basin development.

COL UM B\A-_.
BA~3\.N

- - J

P ROJ t C T-----l
HAN FORD

AT OM IC

PROJECT

EUREKA
/F LAT

si

PROJECT
I

I

I

,. ,

t \

t

,

l

/

'

.I

•••
I
JOHN DAYi
111 1111111111111 1111111111I111111111111111111

pRoJ Ec~

1111
'11 "'11

11

11,11111111

~ IRRIGATf.D

[

I PR.OJECTS

LAND

UNl>ER. CONST~UCT ION

~mm1111111111 PRO POS ~D PR.OJ Et TS

FlG.82 IRRIGATION DEVELOPMENTS

136

The Yakima Valley Project alread;y has 750,000 acres
under irrigation. After the completion of Chandler Dam on the
Yekima River i..~ 1957, the Highlands Irrigation Project was
begun. By this time, approximately 125 farms averaging 80 acres each
have been given water rights. Some ha;y, grain, bean, and potato crO>)s
have already been harvested on this new land, but mu.ch of the sagebrush is still being cleared. (Fig. 83) This 17,000 acre area is e:c~ected to develop into one of the best f1'1lit-produ.cing areas in the
state. Seedling orchards, following the old pattern of a combination
of ap?le and ?each trees, have already been planted. Kennewick hc~s
already been established as a market center for this new development.
It should also increase as a source for fa.rm machinery and other
agricul tUl'al si.Il)·~~lies.

Still under consideration and study by the Bureau of Recler,1-

ation are the Eureka Flats Project, U]?J?er and Lower Horse Heaven
Projects, and the John Day Project. Ice Harbor Dam, on the Snake
Fiver, is scheduled for completion soraetime in 1961. (Fig. 84) If ~1e
Eu.re?..a Flats Project is developed, the water behind Ice Harbor Darn
would be pumped to bring 85,000 acres under cultivation. The 200,000
a.ere John DB¥ Project is scheduled to be developed after the comoletion of John Day Dam, sometime in the 19701 s. The l4o,ooo acre

t:. _,er
1

Horse Heaven ?roject could be irrigated by diverting water from the
JG.ikitnt River. (Fig. 3) The Lower Horse Heaven Project, estimated
to contain 127,000 acres, could be irrigated by :pumping water from
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Jig.' s3. J. section of the Highlands Irrigation
Project. Sections of darker gr~ are sagebrush
lands waiting to be cleared. Kennewick and the
Ool'Ul!lbia River are in the backgrou:a.d.

MAY 1959

Fig. s4.1 Ice Harbor Dam du.ring construction
time.

-... ,
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behind McNary Dam. In order for this project to develop, the water
would have to be pumped to an elevation of 104o feet. This is about
700 feet above the level of Wallula Lake.
If and when the proposed irrigation projects are completed, the
Bureau of Reclamation predicts that Bl)I)roxime.tely 15,000 additional
fa.rm families would be in this area.i Wfth this agricultural hinterland, the prospect for the continued development of the urban centers
looks bright. It is difficult to ascertain just which of the three cit;ii.
ies would develop most, since they are already connected by a transportation network, and are considered as one area in most respects.
The com:nercial centers in each city already draw citizens of the other
cities. Not only would the shopping districts expand to meet the needs
of the farm families, but the develu:pment of canneries, frozen food
storage plants, grain elevators, and warehouses would be developed.
Industrial Prosoect

Dr.

w.

R. DeHollander, senior scientist in the Hanford

laboratories, predicts that the whole Columbia River area

~

some

dcy become the major chemical area of the United States. Since t::1e

Kennewick Port District has the available sites and has already
established a chemical complex, this area is ripe for a sulphuric
acid plant, caustic soda plant, ro1d plants for bottled beverages
and bleaches. The city of Kennewick is also predicted to continue
to expand its role as a dormitory cor.:rruni ty si nee plant employees
are attracted to Ken.~ewick because of excellent home sites.
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iVhen the government decides to dispose of the Big Pasco
Reconsignment Depot, the city of Pasco will regain its best industrial site. With a hinterland of the great Columbia Basin Project,
industries for the processing of agricultural products seems likely.I
Since Richland has only one industry, it is only as stable
as the new atomic industry. But this industry doesn't seem to be on
the

way

out. In August of 1958, the

u. s.

Congress authorized the

construction of a $145 million reactor, the ninth in the area. The
Plutonium Recycle Reactor is the first attempt at applying the atom
for peaceful purposes. The reactor will bave built-in features which
1

would :permit its conversion to produce electrical energy along with
plutoniun. Industrial development at Richland, other than the reacto:ro
themselves, would probably be industries to use plutonium by-products.
Some of these radioisotopes could be used in the development of x-rey
equipment and autcma.tic measuring devices. Some means of extracting
and packaging these isotopes has already been developed at Hanford,
but this industry is still in the ex::per~nental stage of development.
Ponulation Prospect
Although the official

u. s.

Census will not be taken until

1960, estimates by the u. s. Post Office Department place the population of the entire Tri-City Area now at about 94,700, a gain of

29,767 since 1950. Kennewick has had the largest increase in the last
decade. Estimates show that this post office serves approximately

26,185 persons, or about twice as many as in 1950. The area within

14o

the city lim:i. ts, though, is estilll.'lted at 13,650 compared with
10,106 in 1950. Pasco is estimated at 14,000. An accurate count
in Richland prior to incorporation in

1958 showed a population

of 22,780. According to utility directors, city officials, and
school directors, developments are just beginning to sprout in
this area. General Telephone Company in Kennewick plans to meet
customer expansion of a present 6,S23 to 10, 079 by 1963. Pacific
Telephone Company in Pasco expects to grow from 6,775 now, to

8,225 by 1561. Benton County Public Utility District has not only
do-u.bled its C"l.1.stomer list since 1950, bu.t it expects to double it
again by 1970. School officials in each of the three cities predict
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an enrollment of nearly

7,000 each by 1965.

City planning counselors have estimated that some ti~e i..~
the future, the Tri-Cities will be one continuous metropolitan
area from Richland to Wallula. Gap. The prospect for continued
development of the Tri-Cities looks bright.

27 Tri-City Herald, (Pasco,Kennewick,Richla.nd, Wash.)

March 19, 1959.
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